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Y Friends, if ye have any Regard to the 
Voice of the Son of God, fpeaking to yoa 
in this Text, then, to be Aire, the Appli- 
i "™ • w *~ cation of it is begun, before ever we come 
* to the Explication of it. And indeed, if the Lord 
, himfelf would open and apply it to you, you would 
fee more in it than we can tell you. Perhaps manr 
here, when the Minifter reads his Text, turn up their 
Bibles, and put a Marie upon the Place of Scripture'; 
Very'well, l>ut then they think there is the Minifter'a 
Text, and fo no more of it, as if it were only the Adihi- 
fter*s Concern, or at moft, that it is only the Mini- 
iter's Bufinefs to fpeak to his Text, and their Bufmefs 
to hear what he fays. But, my Friends, you wou'd 
know, that you have here more than a Text, and it is 
my Bufinefs at the Time, not only to read you a Text, 
but to ask you a Qgeftion ; and I cannot refume my 
Text without promoting it, What think y$ xfQhrifi? 
And it is your Bufinefs, not only to hear fefioufly what 
is faid, but to anfwer folemnly before God what is 
•asked, namely, What think ,ye of Chrift f If you take it 
up firaply as my Text, you will think yourfelves little 
concerned with if; but if -you «3(rjm3dcx& V.^^fcK&< 
Qucttion to you, then your CoticcroL v& ^ytav- *V*- 
not my Qneffion only, but aa ©rik ^WP*^ \^ 
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Fharifees here i fo your Hearing it repeated to you in 
Chrift's Name, and from his Word, makes it his Que- 
fiion to you, Wat think ye of Chrift ? At fuch So- 
lemnities as this, you have Occafion to hear much of 
Chrift? but now the Queflion is. What think ye of 
Chrift, of whom you hear fo much ? Many, the more 
they hear of Chrift, the lefs they think of him ; like 
Ifrael, when they had the Manna fo plentifully rained 
down about their Tent-doors, they thought very little 
of it : But Wo will be to you, who hear much of 
Chrift, and yet think little or nothing of him. If any 
Man love hot our Lord Jefus Chrift, fays the. Apoftle, 
if he hath no Efteem of him, let him be Anathema 
Marmn-atha. If you have the Sacramental Supper in 
View, you know Chrift hath ordered you to fearch 
and try before-hand, ikying, Let a Man examine him-. 
Jfelf, and fo let him eat: And now, if you would ex- 
amine to Purpofe, I cannot fee a more (hort: and fub- 
fhtntial Queftion in all the Bible, to try yourfelves by, 
than this is, What think ye of Chrift ? -> Solomon lays, 
Prow, xxiii. 7. As a Man thinketh in his Heart, fo is 
he ; where he declares the Man's State to be according' 
ms the Thoughts of his Heart go. Now, fo it is here 1 
truly according as you think in your Heart, efpecially 
concerning Chrift, fo are you, and fo is your State 
5n God's Sight: According as you' think highly 
and duly of Chrift or not, fo are you either a gracious 
or a gracelefs Man, either a Believer or Unbeliever, 
cither a Man fit to go to a Communion-table or not ; 
and therefore enquire into it, What think ye of Chrift ? 
"The Trial here comes to a narrow Point, wherein 
God only can be the Witnefs, who wiU be the Judge. 
*You may deceive Men with your Words and Works, 
which is all we have to know you by: . But here you 
are called to try yourfelves by your Thoughts, before 
. that God that fearches the Heart, and fees the Thought, 
What think ye of Chrift ? 

The Occafion of Chrift's propounding this Queftion 
was this. The Pharifees had pxopofed. fe*cMXQ**Sao\ 
*> Mm concerning the Law, ty vAu& ^ * Q ^ 
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ve expofed him, while they did but expofc them* 
; particularly- from Verfe 15. and downward, 
ing to mtangle him, they fent forth their Dif- 
; with the Herodians* faying, Mafier, nubat think* 
*u? Is it lartuful to give Tribute to Caefar or 
what is lawful ? or> what fays the Laiv concent' 
bis? Chrift anfwers the Queftion to their A- 
hmcnt. and Confufion. Again, from Verfe 33. 
dewAward, the SaJucees, who denied the Refurr 
>n, come to him with a Queftion on that Head 1 
they ifcart a Difficulty out of the Law of M*feu 
& they thought was irreconcilable with the Doc- 
: of the Refurredion : But Chrift anfwers that- 
and puts them to Silence. Again afterwards, 
1 Verfe 34. and downward, the Rharijces finding 
the Sadducees were filenced by him, they gather 
ther their Forces to puzzle and tempt him ; and 
of them, that was a Lawier, comes with another 
ftion to him, ikying, Mafter, what is the gremi 
mandment in the Law ? Now, they haying asked 
nany Questions at him, and he having anfwered 
a all, it was Time for him to ask them a Queftion ; 
he does it while they are gathered together m Con- 
racy againft him ; tho' their Forces were unite, and 
y one prefent to help another, yet he puzzles diem ; 
God delights to baffle his Adverfaries, and conquer 
Enemies, when they think themfelves ftrongeft, 
have all the Advantages they can defire. Now, 
•ift asked them a Queftion, which they could eafily 
ver: It was a Queftion in their own Catechifm. 
iat think ye of Chrift ? And whofe Son is he ? 
ey anfwer truly according to Scripture, That he 
i the Son of David. This they were taught, from 
/. lxxxix. 35, 36. and feveral other Places, mew- 
, That the Meffias was to be the Seed of David, the 
1 out of the Stemof Jeffe. But now Chrift ftarts « 
Bculty upon their Anfwer, which they ootid not 
ly anfwer; nay, which filenctd xtaai, v&a&taiaL 
rht QccaGon againft him, Ver. 43, 4^ W ViC***. 
\wiS* Sod, how theu is kc Dowf* ViaAX <»**i 
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did not hereby intend -to inlhare them as they did I 
but to inftrucl them in a neceflary Truth which 
were to believe* namely, that the expected Meffi* 
God & well as Man, David's Lord as well as D* 
Son, and fo both the Root and Offspring of Da 
Rev. xxii. 1 6. Now, herein they were puzzled, 
pat to Silence. Many are proud of their Knowledge 
eaufe they can anfwer fome Queftions of their ( 
chifm, as the Pbarifces here did in general ; but 
they have Reafon to be afhamed of their Ignorance : 
when the Queftion is opened up, they cannot cot 
the Truth which they affirm, nor reconcile one T 
with another, no more than the Pbarifies here co 
by which it was evident, that tho' they anfwered, 
they did not underftand his Queftion, which he 
pofed, (i.) More generally, What think yeofC 
the Me/pas? (2.) More particularly, Whofe & 
he ? It is the Queftion, as propofed in general, ti 
confine my felf unto, yet not excluding the < 
Branch of it, as the Subject may bring it in. V 
Chrift propofed this Queftion to the Pbarifies, X 
think ye of Cbrifi t No doubt they reckoned 
Thoughts of the Meffias were very found and : 
every Way, while they thought he was the Spn of 
nridi but; like the damnably deluded Aria* Dodo 
vrar Day, they did not think fo highly of him, s 
apprehend him to be the Son of God ; they did 
think fo honourably of him, as to own his being 
fnpreme God, equal with the Father; for all 
Knowledge, there was more in that Queftion than 
ttnderftood, What think ye of Chrift ? 

The Pharifees had asked Chrift feveral Quel 

.concerning the Law, and the great Precept of the 1 

.and now it was fit that Chrift fhould ask them a 

ftion concerning the great Promife of the Gofpel : r . 

were fo taken up with the Law, they had no Tho 

of the Gofpel ; they thought fo much of Mefes, that 

had no Thought of Chrift; tbettfoie (ays he, * 

think ye of Chrift ? Many are fo M\ o* xV^Ia^i 

**y forget him,, who is 0*Sad of fctlw* '*« 
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fs to every One that believe th. Here is a Que* 
> check the Pride of Legalifts, What think ye 
& ? There is a Depth in every Place of Scrip- 
rhich though it feems to be vtry plain to the car- 
e, yet the fpiritual Depth thereof cannot be 
i without the Help of the Spirit of God : Tncgo 
a great Depth in this Quefuon ; Angels cannot 
the Depth thereof, they pry into it, and cannot 
aongh of Chrift j they can never think too much 
: And what fhall Men fay in anfwer to it, What 
re of Chrift ? 

divide this Text too critically, would, I fup- 
be the Way to confufe it ; but I think every 
of it hath an Emphafis therein. 1. There is an 
ifis in the interrogative Particle What, What 
ye of Chrift ? .what Place do you give him ? 
/aloe do you put upon him ? what .Grandeur 
lory do yon afcribe'to him ? what Efteem have 
f him? And fo, 2. There is an Emphafis in 
srb think : Some think not of him at all, God 
hrift is not in all their Thoughts ; fame think 
Y, fome think bafely, fome think difhonqurably, 
think hardly of him : But what think ye ? 
is your Judgment of Chrift ? what is your 
mi of him ? what is your Sentiment of him ? 

is your Apprehenfion of him f how ftand 
ffe&ed towards him ? and what Confidetatfon 
rouofhim I 3. There is an Emphafis in the 
un ye : What think ye of Chrift ? ye Pba- 
and Saddueeeu what think ye of Chrift ? ye 
re (o bufy in ftarting Queftions about the Law, 
think ye of Chrift the End of the Law ? ye Le- 

and felf-righteous Perfons, what think ye of 
? Yea, tho* it was put to the Pharifies in par- 
yet it concerns all in general. The trying- 



» 



on that is taopofed for the Con vidian of Hy 
es, and to Mi them out, is ufeful for the Con- 
»n and Confirmation of Believers, and for 4i<bv» 
their Unngataeis. Wh^xktlHx^»st% ^&1^ 
m think a* more of Chrift. than <fc «**&** ^ 
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loved, faying, What is thy Beloved more thahano^ A 
The Spoufe of Chrift thinks him to be the Chief ^^ 
Ten Ihoufands. Therefore it comes to you all, "V^ 
think ye of Chrift, Believers and Unbelievers ? ^ 
ly to them that believe h* > is precious. 4. There 
an Emphaiis in the Obje& or Matter of the Queftio 
Chrift ; what think ye of Chrift ? what think ye 
the Meijias ? what think ye of the Anointed af Gc 
the Chrift of God ? It is 'remarkable, Chrift fays r, 
here, what think ye of me ? but, what think ye 
Chrift ? that is, God's Anointed, and the Meffias p* 
mifed to the Fathers : And hereby it is intimate to > 
That as Chrift loves to magnify his Office, as the Sec 
•and Sealed, and Anointed of God ; i'o we cannot hai 
right and becoming Thoughts of him, unlefs we* a] 
prehend him in his faving Offices, to which he is ai 
thorized of the Father : * And. fo, when he fays.no 
What think ye of me ? but, What think ye of Chrift 
be does not fimply commend himfelf, but his Fath< 
fclfo, who anointed him to that Office ; and himfelf, ; 
bearing Jus Father's Commiffion, and inverted with h 
Authority to fave Sinners : . What think ye of Chrift 
Here is the proper Object of the Efteem of ration] 
Creatures, and efpeciaJJy Mankind Sinners, on whoj 
their Thoughts ought to be terminate. It is not, Whj 
think ye of God absolutely conftdered ? for God 01 
o^C*nft is a confuming Fire. It is not, What thin 
ye of Mojes ? You magnify Mofes and the Law ; bi 
a greater than Mofes is here, even he by whom th 
Law is magnified and made honourable. It is no 
What think ye of Minifters and their Sermons ? I 
they are nothing but the Image of Death without him 
but the Quefiion is, What think ye of Chrift ? Ti 
Word itfelf is but a dead Letter without Chrift. J 
is a remarkable Saying that Chrift hath to that fan 
jPurpofc, John v. 39. 40. Search the Scriptures, ft 
in them ye think ye have eternal £tye t and they ai 
tbtf that tefiify of me : Jnd ye will not come to 
/J*/jr might have Life. Youthitik. you iiave etc: 
wd Life m the Scripture, bm tta Wi?vare \r&& 
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ne ; yet ye will not come unto me, tho* the Scriprtire 
.fies that eternal Life is only to be ha4 in me* 
•ift is the true God and eternal Life, i John v. 20. 
' this is the Record, that God hath given us eternal 
>, and this Life is in his Son, v. II. Seeing then 
the Scripture teftifies of Chrift, that eternal 
i is in him ; in vain do men think to have eternal 
r, even in the Scripture, while they will not come 
thrift, that they may have Life. People may think 
ecHully of the Scripture, and yet perifti in their Ig- " 
mce, and die in a Delufion, while they do not 
k refpe&fully of Chrift, in a Suitablenefs to the 
Hmony that the Scripture gives of him ; There- 
the great Queftion is ftill, What think ye of 
ift? 

;SERV. That the great Queftion of the Chriftian 
Zathechifm, by ivhich People are to try themfehes, is 
his, What think ye of Chrift? 

rlere you fee, Chrift, who is the Catechift that 
s the Queftion, is alfo the Cathechifm, the Matter 
the Queftion. It is to this fame Purpofe that Chrift 
nands an Anfwer. to this Queftion, both with re- 
ft to the People in general, what they thought of 
irift ; and alfo with refpett to the Difciples them- 
ves, what they thought of him, Luke ix. 18, 19, 
. Whom fay the People that I am ? What is the 
itiment and Opinion of the People about Chrift ? 
is anfwered for the People, That fome took him for 
)bn the Baptift, fome for Elias, fome for one of the 
1 Prophets : They had an Efteem of Chrift, but 
t according to his Worth and Excellency, his Gran- 
ur and Glory. Well, but fays Chrift to his Difci- 
es, Whom fay ye that I am ? What is your Thought 
d Judgment ? Peter anfwers. in the Name of the 
ft, faying, llpou art the Chrift of God. Believers only 
.n anfwer this Queftion to. Purpose, v(h^<k\sk^s£ 
Willi ' " \ x . 
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The Method which I wouM here eflay, as the 
may afltfl, to profecute (hall be, i. To pretnifi 

Ctal Remarks for clearing of this Doctrine, 
what is the Import of this Queftion in the 
' Parts thereof. 3. Offer fome Reafons of the Dc 
ihewing why this is the leading and trying Quel 
the Chriftian Catechifm. 4. Deduce fome Infc 
and fo make Application of the Point, for inforr 
our Minds, trying of oar State, and directing 
Thoughts and Affections concerning Chrift. 

FIRST HEAD. 

Thtjir/t Head propofed is, To offer fome 
Remarks for clearing of the Doctrine. 

1 ft Remark, That Man is a thoughtful or a 
ine Creature. God created him with a thinki 
coTty, capable of difcurfive Thought and Ra 
tion ; capable of rational Cogitation concerninj 
and fpiritual Objects, and celeftial Things; 
Beafts, that have fome Sort of Thoughts, yet ; 
capable of. I need not infift upon this ; for i 
you know, that even Paean Philofophers are 2 
with this, and that Heathen Poets have inferred 
the very Frame and Structure of the Humane 
as Ovid., 

Prmmque cumfpeBent Animalia cuttera terrain, 
Os Hmtnifublime dedit : Cctlumque tueri 
Juffity {*f ereclos adfidtra to Here nmltus. 

Man was endowed above Beafts with a Faculty 
•of celeftial Contemplation. It is peculiar to th< 
tures called Men and Angels, to think of God, 
think of Chrift ; other Creatures are not capabh 
Thoughts : This is plainly fuppofed in this ( 
What think ye of Chrift ? 

zd Remark* That Man's Thoughts, toget 

v *11 the Faculties and Powers of his Soul, hav< 

dfuch a Dafh by the Fall of Adam, that they ' 

* wavexin$ after other ©bjefts befides God t 
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Good : Yea, the Fall in a Manner dafh'd out his 
Brains ; and his Head being broken, God went out of 
his Head, and the Creature came in. Since that Time, 
he could never have a right Thought of God in his 
Head, yea, God is not in all bis Thoughts ; but in- 
numerable other Things fill up the Room which God 
fhould have. He created Man upright, but they 
have found out many Inventions, infomuch that now 
every Imagination of the Thought of his Heart is only 
Evil continually, Gen. vi. 5. The World, and the 
Lulls thereof, do monopolize and ingrofs all the 
Thoughts of the Children of Men, and God is thruil 
out of them ; there is no Room for God or the Son of 
God. This wrong Sett of the Thoughts is alfo here 
fuppofed in the Qgeftion, What think ye ofChrift f 

$d Remark, That whatever confufed Thoughts and 
dark Apprehenfions Men may naturally have, now in: 
their fallen State, concerning God and his Law, like" 
the confufed Chaos, Gen. 1.2. Without Form and woid K 
and Darknefs upon the Face of the Deep ; yet Thoughts 
of Chrift, or of God in Chrift, are what no Man could 
ever have had in the lead glimmering Idea by Nature, 
without Divine Gofpel-revelation. Adam fallen rt- 
' tained fome awful and terrible Thoughts of God ; but 
no Thought could he ever had of Chrift, unlefs God 
had revealed him as the Seed of the Woman that was 
to bruife the Head of the Serpent. This is the My* 
fiery that was hid from Ages and Generations. The 
I reat My fiery of Godlinefs, God manifefied in the Fkjb, 
God in Chrift. reconciling the World to him felf y could not 
enter into our Thoughts. Some natural Impreffions 
Men have of God as a Lawgiver (landing upon TVrms 
of Obedience with them, according to the fail? Cove* 
hant, namely of Works made with the firft Adam ; but 
God in Chrift as the End of the Law for Righteoufnefs, 
and fulfilling the Righteoufhefs of the Law in the Sin- 
ner's Room, is fuch a hidden Myftery, fo far above the 
natural Thoughts of Man, that even where the objective 
Revelation ef this Myftery is made, without the (iuhpc-. 



tive, internal, faving Illumination in the Knowl< 
thereof, Men cannot have or entertain any due Ap 
fcenfions of it, but remain doting upon their legal Dre 
and Imaginations concerning -God, as in the old C 
nant-relation to them. This was evident in the Vh 
fees here, notwithftanding of the Gofpel -light they 
both from the Old Teftament Prophecies and Promif< 
Chrift, and from tjie Rays of the Sun of Righteoui 
fcimfelf now arifen among them ; ft ill they were do 
upon the Law, and had fbme dark Thoughts of < 
with relation thereto*; therefore Chrift, to direct t 
Thoughts in the only 'way to God, he leads ther 
Jiimfelf. And as the Difciples themfelves, being 
partly inlightned herein, need to be directed in t 
Jaith and fpiritual Thoughts of God, that they 
not legal, terminating upon Cod abfolutely, but ei 

felical upon Chrift, or God in him, John xiv. i . 
elieve in God, believe aljo in me ; fo much more 
blind Pharifees need to be directed to the right R< 
as here our Lord does. Ye think of God, but u 
think ye of Chrift ? 

$tb Remark, When Chrift is revealed, People 1 
think of him, and yet think amifs, unlefs their Thouj 
be fpiritualized by a fupernatural Change of the M: 
and a faving. Illumination of their Underftanding in 
Knowledge of Chrift. Thoughts may be confidered 
cither rational and fpeculative, which is juft the W 
of the Brain, and lies only in a bare Theory of Di\ 
Things ; or as practical and fpiritually operative, wh 
does not reft in the Head, but affects the Heart, ; 
jets the Affections in Motion towards Divine Thii 
and raifes the fpiritual Eftimation thereof. N 
whatever Thoughts of Chrift the natural Man r 
Jiav$ in the former Senfe, yet no fuitable Thought 
Chrift can he have in the latter Senfe, till a . fuperm 
ral Change be wrought by faving Illumination. It i 
jmpoflible for a Man in the black State of Nature 
think upon Chrift. or fpiritual TYutv^ in a. {^mtu&l M 
.«wr# as it is for a Mau that w» bom VtoA to y^ 
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Colour?, or to be taken up with their Beauty and Luftue, 
I Cor. ii. 1 4. Ihe natural Man receives not the Things 
cf God, they are Faolijhnefs unto him, neither can he 
know them, for they are ffiritually difcerned* This 
Difcerning he cannot have, till he be tranflated out of 
Darknefs to God's marvellous Light, and till the God, 
who commanded Light to mine out of Darknefs, (bine 
into his Heart, &c. 2 Cor. iv. 6. People then may 
think of Chrift, and yet thjnk amifs, without this la- 
ving Illumination. This is alfo fuppofed here in the 
Queftion ; for the Pharifees did not wantfome Thoughts 
of Chrift the MeJJias, and partly right Thoughts too u- 
pon the Matter, while they thought he was the Son of 
David i yet they were fo far from being right Thoughts 
of Chrift, as God-Man, and as to the Manner of their 
- thinking of him, that they had no due Efteem of the 
true Chrift ; nay, he was defpifed and rejected of them, 
as a Root out of a dry Ground, and as having no Form 
or Comelinefs, I/a. liii. 2, 3. And thus he is ftill un- 
dervalued of Multitudes, who yet judge they have right 
enough Thoughts of Chrift ; they think of him, but 
think amifs : And therefore the Queftion is not mere- 
ly roncerning the Aft of Thinking, but the Quality 
thereof ; it is not, Have you any Thoughts of Chrift ; 
do you ever think of him ? but it is, What think you 
of him? 

$th Remark, That Man's Thoughts are within God's 
Jurifdiftion, and under his Authority. The Com- 
mands of God extend not only to the outward, but 
the inward Man of the Heart, and confequently further 
than ever any earthly Command could go : Where was 
there ever a Monarch that could give out fuch Laws, as 
would bind the Heart and Thoughts of Men ? If any 
Mortal mould make a Law, that his Subjects mould 
Hot dare, upon their Peril, to welcome a traiterous 
"Thought againft his Royal Perfon, otherwife he would 
be avenged upon them ; really fuch an one would de- 
ferve to be laughed at for Ym ?r\te, «xA ^0^ tms« 
than Calligula, who threatned the Nvc, VL Vl &m&. ^ 
when he was at his Paftime, vtao ^«x fcaxft/aafc^*** 1 



pon the Air when it thundred. It were the Height of 
Madnefi, for any Crown'd Head in the World, or Po- 
tentate on Earth, fo far to forfeit their Reafon, as to 
think, that the Thoughts of Meas Hearts were within 
their Territories or Jurifdi&ion : But behold, they- 
are all under the Authority of God ; for his Name^ 
is [Gr. Kardiogndies] the Searcher of the Heart, andL 
the Trier of the Reins of the Children of Men. Think 
not that Thoughts are free, any more than your Words* 
or Actions before God. It is his Prerogative to lay 
Bands upon the inner Man, and to judge the Secrets 
of Men, Rom- ii. 16. by Jefus Chrift, who is here 
the Catechift, putting the Queilion to you ; and he is 
the fitteft Hand, for he Knows what Courfe your 
Thoughts are driving : He is the Witnefs, and will be 
the Judge of your Thoughts, which are all under his 
Jurisdiction, Therefore it is his unqueflionable Right, 
to call you to an Account of your Thoughts $ Thoughts 
aje as vifibie and evident as Actions to him, Htb* 
iv. 12, 13. The Word of God, the eflential Word* 
the Word that was made Flefh, is quick and p<rwerful y 
&c. a Di/cerner of the Thoughts and Intents of the 
Heart ; neither is there any Creature that is not manifeft 
in his Sight, but all Things are naked and open to the Eyes 
ef him with <wlxn\ <vjc have to do. He knows our 
Thoughts afar off, even before we think them, and 
Thoughts are Actions before him ; Heart Thoughts 
are Heart-Acts, and real Deeds in his Sight ; the adul- 
terous Thought is Adultery before him, and will be 
judged as fuch ; the covetous Thought is Idolatry be- t 
fore him, the malicious Thought is Murder, and the 
unbelieving Thought is Unbelief, the contemning 
Thought of Chrift is Contempt itfelf : He is an infi- 
nite Spirit, that fees your Thoughts, better than Men 
fee your Actions a and therefore anfwer for your 
Thoughts to him, What think ye of Chrift ? 

6th Remark, That as Men may expect to be cate- 
chifed and examined of God, with refpect to their 
Thoughts, as well as their Anions, io rf\pdaYfer *x«xv\ 
ibeir Thoughts of Chrift. AdoAaaQofc vf&V^>* 
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by the Thoughts we have of Chrift, fo we ought t* 
try and judge oar felves by this Rule ; for as oar 
Thoughts are, fo are we ; yea, God's Thoughts of ui 
are according to our Thoughts of Chrift. If we think 
nothing of Chrift, God thinks nothing of us ; if we 
think highly of Chrift, God thinks highly of us in 
him : For, as God's Thoughts of Chrift are very high ' 
and honourable, he being the Father's Darling and De- 
light, Ifa 9 xlii. i.fo, when our Thoughts of Chrift in 
fome Meafure agree with God's Thoughts of him, and 
we think highly and honourably of him, as God does » 
finely it is evident, that we have the Spirit of God, 
and that as God is well pleafed with Chrift, fo he is 
well pleafed with us in him. Now, if our Thoughts 
and Hearts condemn us in this Matter, God is greater 
than our Hearts, and knows all Things ; but if our 
Hearts and Thoughts condemn us not, then we have 
Confidence towards God, i John iii. 20, 21. It is 
true, the natural Confcience of Men, and their 
Thoughts, may accufe or excufe, and fo condemn ot 
juftify them, according as they do Good or Evil, Rom. 
ii. 15. and to be thus condemned or juftified, is no E- 
vidence of the Man's State before God 5 for this only 
fhews the Work of the Law t written in our Hearts 
by Nature, even the Covenant of Works, which fays, 
That the Doer of the Law fhall be juftified, Verfe 1 3. 
and the Breaker of the Law fhall be condemned. Thefe 
are fome of the Beams of Nature's Light ; all Men may 
find themfelves condemned here, and they that think 
themfelves juftified here before God by their good 
Deeds, they but difcover their Ignorance of the Law, 
which condemns all vain and evil Thoughts, as well as 
evil Deeds ; and therefore no Man can have his Heart 
and Thoughts juftifying him before God, nor a good 
Confcience or Confidence towards Gcd, till once lie 
come to think duly of Chrift, from whom the Law 
hath got full Satisfaction to all its Commands and De 
xnands, and by whofe Blood the fievy Law '^tx&Eqgs&c 
ex/: The Confcience being (^nteXeAw&t x3aax>&si 
tmdfo purged from dead legal WotV» v> *s,tM<* ^ 
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vine God, the Man hath Confidence towards God, 
cording to the Meafure of his Faith, and reg 
Thoughts of Chrift. The more a Man thinks i 
the Law, the more will his Thoughts condemn i 
if he underftood the Spirituality of the Law : But, 
more he thinks of Chrift as the the End of the Law 
Righteoufhels, the more will his Thoughts and < 
fcience fmile upon him, and give him Confident 
wards God ; for we have Boldnefs to enter into 
Holieft, and to come to a holy God, by the Bloo 
Jefus, Hib. x. 19. They that think much of tl 
felves, and think little or nothing of Chrift, they 
Jeaft in the Kingdom of Heaven, yea they are n 
that Kingdom at all ; they dc(yi(e Chrift, and Go< 
fpifes them : But they that think little of themfi 
or think nothing of themfeives, but think muc 
Cfirift, and think every Way highly and honou: 
of him, they are great in the Kingdom of God ; C 
is great in their Eye, and they are great in God's 
being accepted in the Beloved : Therefore the 
Qeiiion is, What think ye cfGbrift? 

SECOND HEAD. 

The fecond Head pro no fed, was, To lhew the 
port of this Queftion, tVhat think ye of Cbri/l ? 
Fcople may not deceive themielvcs with p 
Thoughts they may have of Chrift, I would 
clofly open up the Meaning and Import of the 
flion ; and this being the main Head upon the d 
nal Part, we muft explain the fevcral Branches c 
Queftion, and fo lhew the Import of it. 1. Orjefi 
with Rcfpcft to the O/yV/?, Chrift. 2, jf£ti<w/y 9 
refpett to the Jrt of Thinking. 3. Formally, 
refpeft to the Quality of the t\€t t what Sort 
Thought it is ; What think ye of him ? 4. Subje 
/v, with refpect to the Perfons that arc the SubjeJii 
What think ye of Chrift ? 

Fitjl tJ>n, I am to confidcr the Import oi 
Queftion, with refpeft to the Qljett ot MaftKi c 
Thoughts, namely, Chrift > What think je cf < 
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- And here I own it is impoflible for me to go through all 
that I thought might be faid here : There are fo many 
Thingrin Chrift, that I found to be the Matter of the 
Queftion, he being All in all, and all the Fulneis of the 
Godhead being in him, that, before ever I was aware, 

, there were more than an hundred Queftions occurred to 
me, that might be put upon this one Particular ; and 
therefore I found a Neceffity of reflriding myfclf. And 
tho\ if Time allow, in the Application' I may thro* 
Grace dilate upon fome of thefe ; yet at prefent I (hall 
confine myfelf to what I judge precifely to be the 
Scope of the Text and Context, and the Intent of the 
Spirit of God in this Queftion, What think ye afCbrift f 
That is, i. What think .ye of his Righteoufnefs ? 2. 
What think ye of his Pedigree f 3. What think ye 
of his Perfon ? 4. What think ye of his Anointing ? 
Thefe Four, I fuppofe, we will find as the fpecial Im- 
port of the Queftion here. 

Firft, What think ye of his Righteoufnefs ? This I 
place firft, becaufe I judge from what goes before as 
the Occafion of this Queftion, that the great Defign 
of Chrift therein was to lead off thefe {elf-righteous 
Pbarifees from the Righteoufneis of Works and of the 
Law, anent which all their Queftions were put to him, 
and to lead them to another Righteoufnefs, even to 
Jbimfelf as the Lord their Righteoufnefs, the End of 
the Law. Yon think to be juftified by the Deeds of 
the Law ; but, How is that poffible, feeing by the 
Law is the Knowledge of Sin ? Row. iii. 20. If ye. 
will ftand clols to thefe old Covenant Terms with God,, 
then let the Law itfelf catechife you ; Where is your 
Righteoufnefs of Nature and Pracljce, that the Law 
requires ? Where is your Righteoufnefs of Thought, 
Word and Deed, that it requires? Where is your 

- Righteoufnefs of Affection and Aclion, that k requires ? 
Where is your perfect, perfonal and perpetual Obe- 
dience, your Righteoufnefs internal in Heart, external 
in Life, and eternal in Duration, which the Law re- 
quires ? for, Curfed u every One tbat ctmtvtrui* twit 1 
a// T/s/iyrj written in the Bock of tb« La<\»> to *» ^ 
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keep it wholly, and yet offend in one Point, ) 

guilty of all, Jam. ii. 20. New, is there n 

wrong in your State, Nature, Heart or Thou 

your Days, not to fpeak of yoar Words and I 

If there be, then you're guilty of all ; and fe 

the Law is tfte Knowledge thus of your Sin anc 

how can you be juftified by the Law ? Can th 

righteous Law pronounce you juft and righteous 

110 j in vain do you think of Righteoufnefs 

Law: Therefore, what think ye of Chrift the 

who is called Jehovah TJidkennu, the Lord on 

ttoufnefs, Jer. xxiii. 6. It is he that came t 

the Righteoufnefs of the Law in his own Perfo 

and actively, that the Righteoufnefs of the La^ 

be fulfilled in us imputatively and paflivel) 

vii. 4. Is not this the only Righteoufnefs th 

nifies the Law and makes it honourable ? Y< 

nify your own Righteoufnefs, which does but 

and difhonour the Law 5 but what think ye of 

Do you magnify and honour him, as the lord t 

teoujhefs ? Ought not you to magnify that Ri 

nefs that magnifies the Law, feeing it is more 

Angelical Righteoufnefs ? It is not the Righteo 

a Man only, or of David's Son ; but the Righi 

of God, and of Dp*vid*$ Lord. If you th?ul: 

;of Ghrift but that he is David's Son, no wonc 

you be hankering after the Law, and a poor pitii 

teoufhefs of your own 5 you have never feen tl 

of Chrift's Righteoufnefs : But if you think 

Chrift, you'll fee him to be the Lord Jehovah, 

Righteoufnefs to be a glorious Divine Righteou 

as you will count all tbvrgs but Lofs and D wig for 

tellency of the Knowledge of him 9 and to he fcun 

not .having your own Righteoufnefs that is after t 

hut the Righteoufnefs which is of God in C 

Faith, Phil. ii. 8, 9. Let all your Queftions a 

Law then, might Chrift fay, give Way to tl 

Queftion, what think ye of Chrift, and'his La 



Righteou&efs ? Your Righteoufhefs will not abide die 
iirlt Fire of the Law when it comes to be difcharged a- 
gainft you, and toexad Obedience and Satisfa&ion ; but 
Chrift's Obedience unto Death anfwers the whole Charge 
of its Precept and Sanction both to the full : There- 
fore, what think ye of Chrift, and what*think ye of 
his Righteoufhefs? This is the firft Thing imported in 
this Queftion, as it Hands here. • 

Secondly, what think ye of his Pedigree ? That this 
is imported in the Queftion, appears from the Connec- 
tion alfo, Whofe Son in he ? What think ye of his 
Pedigree ? They thought it was eafy to anfwer that 
Queftion, by faying only, He is David's Son. They 
might have known it was not fo eafy to anfwer that 
Queftion, if tney had confidered the Queftion of the 
Prophet Jfaiah, Chap* liii. 8. Who Jball declare his 
generation* And the Defcription which that Pro- 
phet gives of him, Ifa. ix. 6. that the Name of the 
Meffias, the Child born and Son given to us, ihould 
be Wonderful, Qounfellor, and the Mighty Gad, the 
Everlafling Father, the Prince of Peace. What think 
ye of his Pedigree as he is Man ? No doubt this was 
partly implied in the Queftion ; for Chrift did not 
difprove their Anfwer, tho' it was but to the leaft Part 
of the Queftion : He is David's Son, fay they ; and 
it is right to think of him as the Son of David, clo- 
thed with our Nature : Here was the great Myfiery of 
GodUnefs, God manifefied in the Flejh, It was no My- 
ftcry for the Pbarifees to think only that he was the; 
Son of David ; David had other Sons, and a nume- 
rous Seed : And if that be all, that he was the Son 
of David, they might thus think of Chrift, and yet 
think nothing of him. But it is another Thing to 
think of him as God in our Nature. If we think du- 
ly of Chrift as the Son of David, or in humane Na- 
ture, then, muft we not think that God is come very 
near to us, fo as there is, a natural Sibnefs betwixt him 
and us, he being Bone of our Bone, and Flejb of our 
t FUJh ? Muft we not think, that he wonderfully emptied 
feim&lf of his Divine Glory, and Vax\sk\^\i^S&Nwfcs 



death ? Tho' he thought it no Robbery to I 
with God, yet he differed himfelf to be denudec 
glory, clothed with Rag3 of our Flefh : God c; 
the Man that it is bis Fellow, yet he was made a 
to Thieves and Malefactors, and a Murderer pr 
before him. Tho' he was the Prince of Life, 3 
the Word may be rendered, he evacuated or c 
himfelf unto death ; and yet, to them that kno 
he is moft lovely, even in his greateft Abai 
What think ye of Chrift as man, as the Son 
W, the Son of man, a man of the fame Inf 
with us, except finful Infirmities ? He was ir 
all Things like unto us, Sin only ' excepted : 
came a poor man in all outward Refpe&s, a di 
man, a Man of Sorrows and acquainted <with 
a tempted man, tolled and tempted of the devi 
time?, he going thro* all the Ages of a man, fi: 
ceived, then born, then a Babe, then a Yout 
at laft the perfedl Stature of a man : He bee 
mortal man, and accordingly was put to a pain 
ihameful death ; yet a holy man, a wonderful : 
God-man : What think ye of the man Chrift 
But the main Thing imported in " the Queftio: 
with relation to his Pedigree, is, What think yc 
Pedigree, as he is God ? What think ye of Ch 
this Refpedl ? For to feparate Chrift from G 
to make him no Chrift; therefore the Quel 
What think ye of Chrift, whofe Son he is, with 
to his divine Nature, as weU as his Humane ? 
this was the Import of his Queftion, appears fi 
Reply to their Anfwer, How then does David a 
Lord? He is Lord Jehovah, tie only begot 
of God, the Brightnefs of the Father's Glory, 
whom all Things were made, John i. 3. Ha 
Itfs the Arian Bkfphemy, to affirm him to be n 
but Omoiufiits Patri* but not Omoufius ; that i 
unto the Father, but not the fame Eflence ar 
tftance with him. He is, according to his G< 
arrayed with ail Glory. AU the Gicaft&ra 
him sis the drop of a Backet * y**, aa uofra; 
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lefs than rothing and Vanity; he hath a Name above 
every Nan e, and all the Creatures are but Shadow* 
to him, who is the fubftantial Image of God : He is 
the eternal Son of God, by an ineffable generation ; 
whatever Jrians and Atheifts think of Chrift ; yet 
Chrift himfelf thought it no Robbery to be equal with 
God, Phil ii. 6. Therefore what think ye of Chrift ? 
Is he no more but the Son of David f The Jews look- 
ed upon Chrift, as an ignorant Clown will look upon 
.the Sun, and, it may be, will think it no bigger than 
his Bonnet, or, at moft, no larger than a milltone ; fo 
did the Jews : The Pharifees looked upon the Son of 
God, faying, Is not this the Carpenter* s Son? But 
their utmoft was, That he was the Son of David, they 
did not fee him to be the Son of God. What think ye 
of Chrift ? Do ye fee all the Attributes of God to be in 
him, and all his A&ions, as Mediator, to be dignified 
with infinite Virtue and Value ; that he was able to fa- 
tisfy infinite Jaftice ; that he is able to fave to the ut- 
termoft ; that he is the adequate Objett of divine Wor- 
fhip, and a full fuitable Portion for an immortal Soul, 
becaufe he is the Son of God, as wcD as the Son of Da- 
vid P All this is imported in tbeQueftion, What think 
ye of Chrift f 

Thirdly, What think ye of his Perfoa ? This Que* 
ftion is alfo plainly imported in that, What think ye of 
Chrift, .namely, as he is God-man in one Perfon, and 
the fecond Perfon of the glorious Trinty ? It is plain, 
that Chrift fpeaks of himielf here as perfonally consi- 
dered, and as having two diftinft Natures in one Per- 
fon. Now, the Humane Nature of Chrift is not a Per- 
fon diftindl from the divine ; tho' the Natures are ii- 
ftinft, the Perfon is One. But the Anfwer of the Pha- 
rifees to this Queftion, (hewed they had no diftinft 
Knowledge of this my4ery ; for they anfwer, He is the 
Son of David, without knowing that he was the Son 
of God, as well as the Son of David, in one Perfoa * 
which made Chrift here to declare his Cwwv^jv\«e\- 
{hip and Godhezd, as well as Yi\* xaaxftvwA^ ^^ 
myfkeiy of the Queftioa the*, vAusk xfcc* $A «* N 
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derftand, was, What think ye of that wondei 
fon God-man, in whom the Humane Nature i 
ced to fuch an unfpeakable dignity, as to be u 
and of the fame Perfonality with the Son o: 
Here is Matter of Thought to the intelligent 
What think ye of the wonderful Manner, ii 
finful Men may come to be Partakers of the 
Nature, even by the holy Son of God his 
Partaker of the humane Nature ? Here is a 
Subject for Thought and Contemplation. Wh; 
ye of the wonderful Way, that God in his infin 
dom hath taken, to bring God and Men togcth< 
irAmd through him, who is both God and M 
partaking of both Natures in one Per fon, i 
bringing both God and Man into one, and tc 
Hand upon both Parties ? What think ye oi 
glorious Perfon as finite and Infinite, Time anc 
ty, Creator and Creature joined together ? Jo, 
The Word nJjas made Flejb, and dwelt among us, 
heheld his Glory, the Glory as of the only Begotte, 
Father, full of Grace, and Troth. 

Fourthly, What think ye of his Vnition or 
ing ? This I fuppofe muft alfo be the Import 
Queftion objectively considered, as it is here g 
propofed ; for Chrifl Signifies Anointed, in the 
it is Meffias, in the Greek it is Chrift, and 
Language it is the Anointed: And this be 
main Word, on which the Weight of the gene 
ilion itfelf lies, it is the more neceffary that 
particularly opened. The Queftion then c< 
this in general, What think ye of his Father 
nointer: John vi. 27. For him hath God th 
fealed; How? See PfaL xlv. 7. God, thy Gt 
anointed thee with the Oil of Gladnefs above 
lows. How much Pains is Chrift at, in the G 
recommend his Father, as fending and author: 
to his Mediatorial Work ? Again, What think 
Office, to which he is anointed t Ht naxk ^t 1 
Honour of the mediatorial Qm.ce w^oxv Vvco 
bring called of God, and anoA&xeA oi Cj<A 
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Hek v. 5. we do not think honourably enough of any 
Df his faving Offices, unlefs we at the fame Time appre- 
hend his Divine Unction thereunto. Again it comes 
to this, What think ye of his Spirit, the Ointment 
wherewith he is anointed? Ifa. lxi. 1. The Spirit of 
the Lord God is upon me, for he hath anointed vie, Ifa. 
Xlii. I . / have put my Spirit upon him, and he Jhall 
bring forth Judgment to the Gentiles. There is the 
Meaning of the Queftion in general, with refpett to 
this Chrift 9 who is the SubjeeVMatter of the Queftion : 
But there is much in this Aame Chrift, and more than 
we can tell ; I only name fome Particulars further here 
imported, (x.) What, think ye of his Prophecy and 
Teaching ? For, as Chrift, he is anointed to be a Pro- 
phet: Who teaches like him ? lays E/ihu/Joh xxxvi* 
£2. Other Phrophets and Teachers have no Wifdom 
but what he gives them ; but in him are hid all the 
Treafures of Wifdom and Knowledge. Other Prophets 
may err, but he teaches infallibly; for he is truth itfelf, 
full of Grace and Truth. Other Teacherf may be 
dafht, but he teaches authoritatively ; he (peaks as One 
having Authority} and not as the Scribes. Other 
Teachers may fail in their Defign, and prove unfuc- 
cefsful in their Work ; but he teaches eflicacioufly : 
Men work upon a Capacity, but he can give the Ca- 
pacity ; the Entrance of his Words giveth Light, he 
gives Underftanding to the Simple. The Excellency 
of his Teaching is lingular, if we confider his Ability 
and Fidelity ; the Matter af his Teaching is fingular, 
if we confider it is the whole Will of God for our Sal- 
vation ; the Manner of his Teaching is fingular, if 
we confider it is by his Word and Spirit, and even by 
a humane Voice, he can convey his Divine Power ; the 
Extent of his Teaching is fingular, if we confider it 
extends to all Sorts of Perfons, Jews and Genti/ef, and 
to all Sorts of Things neceffary to eternal Life : This 
Anointing teaches all Things, 1 John ii. 27. In a* 
Word, none have Authority to teach, but by Com- 
miffion from him ; neither can any other Tcsj&\«^e*j$&. 
himfelf: We preach not ourfdvw> \^x Cto&. Y&as. 
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the Lord, and to him gave all the Prophets Witnefs : 
But it is his Prerogative alone, to preach himfelf, 
fdying, Come to me, all ye that labour, &c. Look to me 
and be faved ; lam the Rofe of Sharon, I am the Light 
ef the World ; I am the Way, the Truth and the 
Life. O then, was there ever any Phrophet or, Teach- 
er that could compete with him ? 'The Spirit of the 
Lord God is upon me, fays Chrift, for be bath anoin- 
ted me to preach glad Tidings to the Meek : He is 
the Chrill, the anointed Prophet ; and what think ye 
of Chrill ; (2.) What think ye of his Prie/lbood ? For, 
as Chrift, he is anointed to be a Prieft for ever, after 
the Order of Melchifedech. All the Levitical Priells 
went but Shadows and Types of him, who was the 
true Prieft, the true Temple, the true Altar, the true 
Sacrifice all in one. What high Thoughts may we 
have of his Oblation, or Obedience unto Death, even 
the Death of the Crofs ? For here was the grand Con- 
dition of the Covenant of Redemption or Grace ful- 
filled. The Covenant of Grace was all Grace with 
Refpect to God, who of his Grace found out the Ran- 
fom, and with Reipedl tc us who are faved by Grace ; 
hut with Refpect to Chri.l, it is a Covenant made U- 
pon Terms and Conditions, namely, his Obedience, 
Righteoufnefs, Paflion and Oblation ; • Whom God hath 
fet forth to be the Propitiation through Faith in hh 
Blood, &c. Rom. iii. 25. O what a free, full, per- 
fect, holy, fweet and fatisfying Sacrifice did he offei 
up of himlelf, even a Sacrifice of a fweet-fmelling Sa- 
vour unto God, whereby Juftice was fatisfy'd, Wratl 
appeafed, Sin expiated, God attoned, Death vanquiiht 
Hell quenched, Heaven purchafed, and the Devil*! 
Kingdom deftroyed ; for by Death he deftroyed his 
that had the Power of Death, that is the Devil ! Wha 
may we think of his Interceffioa, grounded upon thi 
Oblation ? For he is able fafave to the uttermofi all tha 
come to God by him, becaufe he ever lives to make In 
tercefiion. Here is the Antidote againft all Charge 
and Accufations, Rem. viii. 33, 34. The Antidote a 
gawil all Temptations, Heb. ii. 17, 18. & iv* 14, 15 

a 
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an Antidote againft all the Snarns of the World, Job* 
xvii. 15. againft all Sins, Failings and Infirmities, 
1 John ii. 1, 2. againft all Fears, through Senfc of 
Unworthinefs, to draw near to God's Throne of Grace, 
Heb. iv. 15,16. Heb. x. 19, 20, 21, 22. and againft 
all Fears of Apoftacy and Falling away, John xvii. 1 1. 
O his Promife, his Power, his Prayer, give great 8e- 
curity, and greater cannot be given : He hath prayed 
for the Spirit, and the conftant Abiding thereof, John 
xiv. 16, 17. fetjolm iv. i4« ChrinVs Interceffion is 
founded on his Oblation, and the Father is fo well 
pleafed with the Oblation, that he cannot refufe his In- 
terceflion ; nay, he hears him always : Therefore, what 
think ye of Chrift ? (3.) What think ye of his King- 
dom and Royalty ? The Queftion, What think ye of 
Chrift ? imports this alfo ; for, as Chrift, he is anoin- 
ted to be a King, PfaL ii. 6. I haw let my King, or, 
as it is in the Hebrevj, anointed my King, upon my 
holy hillofZion. Is not all Power in Heaven and Earth 
committed unto him, having on his Vefture and 
Thigh this Name written,- King o/'Kings, and 
L o r d of L o r d s ? He is the King eternal and 
immortal, the Government is upon his Shoulders, and 
of the Increase of his Kingdom and Government there 
fhall be no End. His delivering up the Kingdom to 
his. Father at laft, is but a Changing the Manner of his 
Adminiftration, and delivering up all his Members, of 
whom his Kingdom confifts, unto his Father, to be e- 
ternxily crowned and glorified ; He will reign through 
^ Eternity, and the Children of Zion will be joyful in 
their King, and fing through Eternity. I might here 
fliew what a powerful ana peaceable, mild and mer- 
. cifol, wife and holy, juft and righteous King our Lord 
\ Jefus is; and then afk you, What think ye of Chrift f 
t But it is not poflible to give fo much as a Hint at the 
j Thoufand Part of his Glory and Royalty : His King- 
i dom is fpiritual and internal ; if you be his Spiritual 
I Subjects, his Kingdom is within you ; yea, tho' yon 
. be yet Subje&s to the Devil, ,he hath Powei '«wt ^1 
;f gearts, and can foftcn the hardefc, va&Vn&'ta ^» x 
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eft, and make the People fall down under him : Yea, 
as he is able fo he is willing ; for he is not only the 
God of tower, but the Prince of Peace, Ifa. ix. 6. 
and therefore, as a Prophet, he preaches Peace ; as a 
Priefl, he purchafes Peace ; and as a King, he proclaims 
Peace ; yea, Creates the Fruit of the Lips, Peace, Peace 
to him that is afar off, and to him that is nigh. As a 

Powerful' Potentate he is able, and as a Prince of 
eace he is ready, to fave to the uttermoft. As he is 
full of Power, fo he is full of Pity ; and his Power and 

• Peace both are joined together, for the Encourage- 
ment of Sinners to come to him, Ifa. xxvii. 5. Let mm 
take Hokt of my Strength, that he may make Peace 
with me, and hejhall make Peace with me. Perhaps, 
by the By, fome poor Soul is thinking, O but I have 
no Strength to take Hold of his Strength. Well, it k 
right fo to think of yourfelf, and of your own Weak- 
toefs and Wickednefs : But no Strength comes in by 
that Thought, while poring on yourfelf only ; that is 
but the Half of what you are to think, when you think 
tight of yburfelves, as weak and wicked. But what 
think }re of Chrift our glorious King ? If you can think 
honourably of him, as able and willing to help you, O 
you would find Strength coming in with fuch a 
Thought : And high Thoughts of a powerful and 
merciful King Jefus, is one of the Ways of taking Hold 
of his Strength. If you fuppofe that you think he is 
able and ready, and yet yotl find no Strength coming 
in, O fufjpeft your own Thought of him, that it is but 
a mifbelieying and difhonourable Thought : For I af- 
fure you, right Thoughts of Chrift will fet the Heart 
all in Motion towards him. But now O there would 
be no End in fpeaking of the Royalties of King 
Jesus, his Royal Throne, his Royal Crown, his 
Royal Victories, his Royal Triumphs, and the Royal 
Intertainment that he gives to his Subjects at his 
Table above, and even below, when he brings them to 
his Baiyjueting-houfe.' I fhall only add, That as it 
is faid of Solomon, There was no King like him, fo be- 

Mold a greater than Solomon is here : There is no King 

\\Vj? 
1 



( 27 J 
like him who is the Ring of Zion ; he hath aR other 
Kings under his Check and Controul ; and what think 
ye of Chrift then ? Other Kings have their Domini- 
ons, for the moil Part, by Ufurpation, by Encroach, 
ment; but Chrift is King conllitute of his Father 
P/al. Ixxxix. 27. 77/ make htm my Firft-hom 9 higher 
than the Kings of the Earth, and' all this for the Good 
of his People, Eph. i. 22. He hath put all Things un- 
der his Feet, and given him to be Head over all Things 
unto his Church. This leads to another Import of the 
Qaeftion ; that is, 

(4.) What think ye of his Authority and Ability, 
Commiflion, Fulnefs, Furniture, and Fitnefs for exe- 
cuting of theie fa ving Offices ? For all this is implied 
in the Defignation Christ, the Anointed ; that 
is, One commiffionate and qualified of God, by a fuper« 
eminent Unction, John iii. 34. Behold his Excellen- 
cy here, above all that ever had the like Offices. Be- 
hold he is anointed, for the Concurrence of all thefe 
Offices, whether general; as Saviour, Surety, Re- 
deemer ; or particular, as Prophet, Prieft, King. 
Some have been Prophets, fome Pricfts, fome Kings 
anointed ; but never any was anointed to all theie bui 
Chrift : What think ye of Chrift ? Behold the Matter 
of his Anointing ; others have been anointed with ma* 
terial Oil, but he is anointed with Holy Oil, the Ho 
\y Spirit : And whereas others have had the Spirit in 
fome Rcfpecls, therefore behold the Meafure of his A 
nointing ; Others were anointed in Meafure, but hi 
without Meafure ; They may have a Fulnefs of Suffi- 
ciency, but he hath a Fulnefs of Redundancy ; they.c 
Fulncfi like the Fulnefs of a Vefiel, but his the Ful- 
nefs of an Ocean ; they a Plenitude, but he a Foun- 
tain. Behold and view the Duration of his Anointing.: 
his Saints and Servants may have the Spirit fome 
times working, fometimes ceaiing, fomctimes flowing: 
and fometimes ebbing ; but Chrift is anointed with ax 
enduring Unftion, John i. 33. The Spirit that defcen 
ded on him, did remain and reft upon him \ fee If a 
lur. loft. Hence behold alfo the Equality of his Anoiu 



were inverted with any Office in God's Houie, 

work with them as mere Men; There was no Equ 

betwixt them and the Spirit given to them : Bi 

Chrift is anointed with the Spirit as he is Med 

God-Man, fo as to God he is co-equal with the Si 

wherewith he is anointed ; yea, the fame in Subft; 

equal in Power and in Glory with the Father ant 

Holy Ghoft. And what think ye of Chrilt, his 

thority, Ability, and Furniture for his Work ? 

Word, behold the "Efficacy of his Anointing : ant 

communicable Nature, thereof : He is anointed ; 

■his' Fellows, yet fo, as he hath Fellows to whoi 

allows Fellowfhip in the lame Anointing : He hat 

only received the Spirit of all Grace and Gilts for hii 

but He received gifts /or JV//7/, even for the t 

, lions, Pfal. Ixviii. 1 8. Hence, according tc 

Pleafure, he allows the Oil to drop down to the 

of his Garment ; yea, like Rain upon the mown ( 

or Showers that water the Earth, Pfal. Ix.ui. 6. 

true, Miniilers anointed with the Spirit are i; 

drop, Ezek. XX. 46. Son of man, d/op thy JJ'or 

wards the fuutb ; And Mcfis fays y my Dcrh he 

drop as the Raifi ; but as the Clcuds from when< 

Rain defcends have not their Water originally in 

felves, but from the Sea, and moift Places c 

Earth, exhaled and drawn up by the Heat of the 

■ib no Minifler of Chrifl hath a Faculty of te:- 

heavenly and divine Thing.*, and faving Goipcl- r . 

of himfelf j but it is drawn up out of Chriit, as < 

a full Sea and Ocean of all Wifdbm and Knowl 

«nd is conveyed unto them, by the Heat and V 

not of their own Spirit, but the Spirit of Chrifl. 

is anointed, to anoint others. And O for a 

Share of his anointing among us at this Occ 

In a Word, the Name Chrift imports fuch an , 

ting, as that he is qualified with all Authority a 

biliry, all Furniture and Fittednefs for his W< 

faving Sinners ; with all Fulnefs of Divine Perf< 

and all Fulnefc of Mediatorial Gift* anil Graces ; 
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all this is imported in the Queftion, What think ye of 
Chrift t 

(5.) What think ye of his Aromatical Savour ? For 
this is his Name, drift the slnohited ; his Ointment 
cafts a Perfume through Heaven and Earth. How fa- 
voury is he to God ? Why his Sacrifice was of a fweet- 
fmelling Savour unto his Father, Eph. v. 2. The link- 
ing Smell of Sin is extinguifhed thereby, and the Per- 
fons and Performances of Believers perfumed ; and 
hence, how favoury alfo to Believers ? Song i. 13. His 
Lips are like Lillies, dropping fivect- fine fling Myrrhe. 
What think ye of his favoury Name ? Song i. 3, 5. 
Becaufe of the favour of thy good Ointments, t/.y Name 
is as Ointment poured forth ; Therefore do the Virgins 
love thee. Were it no more but the Name JESUS a 
SAVIOUR, may it not be fo delightful to Sinners, 
as to caufe their Hearts leap within them when they 
hear it, as John leapt in his Mother's Womb for Joy, 
at the Voice of the Bleffed Virgin's Salutation, Luke 
i. 44. O what think ye of the Sweet Name JESUS! 
It ihould even pluck your Heart out of your Bofbm, 

- * and tranfplant it into the Bofom of Chriit. How de- 

lightful is the very Narning-of a Temporal Saviour tc 
them that are in Mifery, when they hear of his Ability 
and Readinefs to deliver them ? And may not youi 

- Heart even dance within you for Joy, when you heal 
• us fpeak to you of fuch a Saviour as faves from Sin anc 

Wrath I O fweet-fmelling Name ! O have yon nt 

Senfe of Smelling ! What think ye of Chrift ? 

,(6.) What think ye of his Beauty and Comlinefr' 

■ This is alfo imported in his Name CHRIS T f an< 

„ to in the Queftion, What think ye of Chrtf, the Anoin 

J ted ? ' Ointment and Perfume rejoice the Heart 9 fay 

Solomon, Prov. xxvii. 9. Now, Chrift 29 anomte 

"with the Oil of gladnefs, Pfal. xlv. 7. and a gla 

■ ' Heart makes a cheerful countenance ; yea, Oil mah 

the Face tofhine, Pfal. civ. 15. A Saint, that hat 

1 but a Sprinkling of this Oil, how will 1iis Face flum 

, ' and his Countenance, like tiamut\ be no more fad 

I How did Mofes his Face ihine when forae tf ^* c 
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s upon him ! But O what think ye of the fhininj 

lory and Comelinefs of Chrift, who is anointed fron 
lead to Foot ! Is he not altogether lovely ? Is he nc 
voite and ruddy 9 the chief among Ten Thoufands ? Is h 
tot a perfect Beauty ? All God's Fulnefs is in him, a] 
Ijod^s Beauty is in him, all God's Glory is to be feci 
in the Face of Jefi/s, 2 Cor. iv. 6. O then, Wha 
think, ye of Chrift ? 

(;'.) What think ye of his Worth and Prccioufnefi 
Thii. it alio imported in the Name GHRIST, ahi 
fo m the Qucftion, What think ye */* Chrift, the' Anoin 
ttd ? for it is precious Ointment ',■ Pfaj, exxxiii. 2 
Ointtnent was reckoned of" great Worth and Efteexi 
among the Jews ; It was among the precious Prefent 
that were fent unto Kings, If a. lvii. 9. Hof. xii. : 
O how great is the Precioufhefs and Worth of Chrift 
It is the Delight and Recreation, the Study and Oc 
cupation of Ele& Angels, to pry into the Precioufnei 
of Chrift, to look upon the Frame and Fabrick of Sal 
vat ion to Mankind-finners by Chrift, that they ma; 
therein obferve the glorious Attributes of God, hi 
Wifdom, Power, Holinefs, Juftice, Truth, Mercy 
all ihining and glittering in it, like bright Stars in ti 
Firmament. Let a profane World think what tin 
will of Chrift ; let them flight him and his Gofpe 
let them icorn him, and caft him at their Heels ; 
them trample on his Blood and Paffion, as their Mr 
ner it, making it a common anjj worthlefs Thing ; 
them defpife his high and ecleftial Myfteries : 
need not care for their Thoughts ; It is enough 
God the Father haih honoured and exalted him, 
the holy Angels do reverence and worfhip him, 
chat all the faints do magnify him. To than tha 
lie*vt -he is precious : O his Blood is precious I 
his Promifes are precious Promises, his Love is 
o us Love, and every Thing about him is pre 
What think ye */Chrift ? 

(8.) Again, to add no more here, What thinfc 
his Vertue and Ufefulnefs ? Thi*, I fuppofe, 
imported in the Name CHRiST, and in :h 
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ftion objectively confidcred, What think ye of Cbrtjt 
the Anointed? For as Ointment was and is of mani- 
fold Ufefulnefs, fo is Chrift : Efpecially Oil hath a 
twofold Vertue, ifl, A mollifying Vertue, and a foft- 
ning Quality ; fuch is the Vertue of Chrift : Were 
the Heart never fo hard, he can foften and molify it » 
a Drop of that Oil with which he is anointed, I mean 
the fmalleft faying Motion of his -Spirit, can melt and 
diiToIve the Heart, tho 1 it were harder than a Stone 
or Adamant, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. idly, It hath a medici- 
nal Vertue ; hence it is faid of the Samaritan, Luke x. 
34. that he poured in Oil into the Wounds of the dif- 
trefled Man. Chrift is the tender-hearted Samaritan* 
his Blood and Spirit is the Ointment for curing all the 
Wounds that we got by the Old Serpent. What. 
Wounds, what Plagues, what deadly Difeafes and de- 
fperate Maladies are among you ? Behold, there is no 
£)ifeaie out of Hell that furmounts the medicinnl Ver- 
tue that is in Chrift ! O then, What think ye of Chrift? 
Is there none iiere to think highly of him ? Now, 
thefe Particulars that I have mentioned are imported in 
the very Name CHRIST,and fo implied in the Queftion 
objectively confidercd, or with rcfpclt to the Object 
thereof, What think ye of Chrift? 

The Second Thing "here propokd, was, To (hew the 
Import of this Queftivn dSivefy confidered, or with 
refpett to the Ad of Thinking ; What think ye of 
Chrifi ? Now the full Import of this Queftion, thus 
viewed, may comprehend more than People are ready 
to imagine. It is not a paffiog Thought, or fleeting 
Imagination ; we ought not to explain the Words of 
Chrift by the Motions and Notions of our own Spirits . 
We need the Spirit of Chrift to explain tho Words of 
Chrift according to the Mind of Chrift, 1 Cor. ii. la ft. 
We may be fure, as the Apoftle fays, 2 Cor. ii. 5. that 
w art not fufficicnt of our/thes to think any Thing 
as of ourfe/ves, our Sufficiency mult be of God'. Ami 
if we can think of nothing aright of aurfelvea, far 
lefs we can think of Chrift: And as none can fpeak 
duly of Chriftj wm call Jefu* Lotd, wxW\>b&^>- 
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nt ; fo neither can we think duly of ChriH, with 
the Spirit of Chrilr. What then is the Meaning 
this Queftion relating to its Aft of Thinking, W t 
think )c of Cbrift ? There ;ire thefe following Paj 
cular.% which I fuppofe are implied therein, and whj 
J ihall alfo propoic by Way ot'^uery, that you may 11 
fearch yourielves ar.d apply as we go along. 
• ( i .) What think ye cf Cht id ? That is, What kn. 
ye of Chrift ? what underitand yc of Chriit ? Sun 
ye cannot have a right Thought of that which ye 
not know or underSand. Have ye got the Spirit 
llljdom and Revelation in the Knonxltdge of Cbril 
Eph. i. 17. Hath the God, <wb* commanded the Lit 
to Jbine out of Darhiefs, Jbined into your Hearts, 
give \ou the Light cf the Kwnvfcdge cf his Glory 
the Fvce of J ejus Cbrift ? Hath God revealed , 
Son in you ? Gal. i. 16. Have you feen the So; 
He that fees the natural Sun in the Firmament, hatr 
Thought of it fuitable to the Sight he hath therec 
But a Man that hath been born blind, and never £ 
the Light, he cannot have a right Notion or Thoug 
of the Sun, tho 1 you fhould ipeak never fo much 
the Glory of it to him. I have heard of a Man be 
blind, on whom a great deal of Pains was taken to 
him underftand what a glorious Creature the Sun w 
and what bright Beams and Rays it fends forth th' 
all die World ; but he was fo far from having any rig 
Thoughts about it, that, after all the Pains taken 
him that was poffible, he cries out, O now ( fays I 
J bxrw ixhat it is, it is jufi like the found of a Tr* 
pet. Poor Man; there was the btft Notion he cov 
frame about it, for he never had Eyes. So it is hei 
Sir-?, we are all born blind, having no fpi ritual Ey 
tiil God open the Eyes of the Undemanding, and 
lighten the Mind in the Knowledge of (Jhnil : \ 
may fpeak of his Glory and Excellency ; but the b 
you make of him is, O he is like a very (lately a 
majeftkk Perlbn as ever ye faw or heard tell of ; a 
fo vou frame the Image of a great Man, fitting on 

lo! 
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lofty Throne, compafled about with fo many fpark- 
ling Attendants in fine Robes: And what you hava 
hear4 with your natural Ears of any Perfon, or feen 
with your natural Eyes, or can conceive with your 
natural Underftanding and Reafon, helps you to, or 
furnifhes you with Materials for framing luch a Noti* 
. on of him.. But what is all this ? It is nothing but an 
Image of your own Brain, a carnal fantaftical 
Thought ) the true Ghrift is the Image of the invifiHe 
God, the Wifdom of God, and the Power of God* 
God-Man in one Perfon. Now, have you got a fpi- 
ritual Difceming ; for ' the natural Man receives not 

* the Things of the Spirit of God ; they are foolifli- " 
' nefs to him, neither can he know them, becaufe 

* they are fpiritually difcerned.' The World cannot 
think of Chrift, far lefs think much of him, be- 
caufe they do not know him : Like sEjcfs Cock, con- 
tenting rumfelf with, and thinking more of a Barley- 
corn than of a Pearl, becaufe he knew not the Worth 
of it ; fo the World think more of the Barley-corn of 
temporal good things, than they think of ihe Pearl pf 
great Price, becaufe they know it not : Therefore 
the dueflion imports, What know ye of Chrift ? 

(2.) What think ye of Chrift ? That is, What b+> 
litve ye of Chrift ? Knowledge and Faith are jike 
the two Eyes of the Soul ; Knowledge is the dilcwn- 
ing and apprehending Eye, "Faith is x'-\c apply i:ig and 
appropriating Eye. And «j iiwhg Knowledge is ob- 
jective Faith, and faving Faith fiducial Knowledge ; fo 
without Knowledge we cannot think duly of Chrift, 
with refpeft to what he j:> in himfclf ; and without 
Faith we cannot duly think of Chrift, with refpeft to 
what he is to us, fo as to receive th- Record -:f God, 
namely, • That God hath given us tter: *1 Life, and 
' this Life is in his Son,' i John v. 1 1 . W li-ch Record 

* whofoever believeth not, hath made God a I^ar,' ver. 
10. That the Qucftion concerns this believing Thought 
of Chrift, is plain from the Context, wherein Chrift 
(hows they had but unworthy Thoughts of him, if 
they did not fee him to be David 1 * -LQid,ttax fe,tta> 

£ "It** 
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True God ami Eternal Life ; in and through Whom, 
as. the God-Man, this Life was to be conveyed from 
God to Man. This Queftion then is a Trial of our 
Faith, which Faith is the Evidence of things not feen. 
And, I foppofe, one of the Reafons why Chrift here' 
fays, What think ye ofChrifit and not, What think 
^ of me I is, Becaufe tho 1 now they were fpeaking 
t to him, and feeing him with their bodily Eyes ; *yet 
r their Faith was not to terminate on what was the Ob- 
ject of their Senfe. We have no more Faith than an 
Ox or a y orfe, if we believe no more than we fee and 
feel: The Br ute-beaits think they have what they find 
they have by Seeing and Feeling ; but what do you,' 
that are rational Creatures, think of Things that can- 
not t>c feenor felt? * Faith is the Evidence of Things 
* not feen.' T he Pharifees here, they faw Chrift, they 
law his Miracles; but yet, for all that, they faw not 
the true Chrift by Faith, while they faw not his invi- 
sible Glory, his invifible Godhead, nor the invifible 
Seal appended to his Commiffion for faving Sinners. 
Therefore it is not, What think ye of me? Your Eyes 
fee me, as if I were no more but a Man like your- 
felves : But, What think ye of Chrift ? Do you be- 
lieve no more of Chri£ than you fee ? If fo, then you 
have no right Thoughts of Chrift at all, becaufe you, 
Jiaye no Faith. My Friends, the Queftion concerns 
you alfo : It is not, What fee or feel you of Chrift ? 
but, What believe you of Chrift? There is a threefold 
Seeing or Feeling, that is to be feparate from Believe- 
ing. The Tirft is a Corporeal Seeing or Feeling : Tho* 
mas thought it a better Way to believe Chrift-rto be 
rifen, by feeing and feeling him,, than by running to 
the Protiifes without Sight of him ; and we all natu- 
rally follow him : But Chrift tells him, that the beft 
and moil bleffed Way was quite contrary to that, John 
. xx. 29. ' Bleffed are they that have not feen, and yet 
* have believed,' Again, zdly, There is a Ration*) 
Seeing, that is to be feparate from Believing. Tb 
none can believe, without the Exercife of their rat 
nal Faculties ijpiritualized; and tho' it be the high 



ifon to believe what God fpeaks ; yet to make na- 
il Reafon the Rule or Ground of Faith, is not to 
eve at all, but the Way to doubt of all that ever 
d faid. Themes confulted with Reafon, and Reafon 
fultcd with Death and the Grave, whether they 
Id fend their Gueib away brick and alive again into 
World ; and fo he believed not. If Abraham had 
feparated the Sight of Reafon from his Faith in the 
mi led Seed, where would his Faith have been ? 
tural Reafon might fay, Heark you, Abraham, Is 
oiiible that you and Sarah can now have a Son ne- 
xt you, when you're both Come to fuch an Age, 
t you're but deadstocks ? But, when Reafon began • 
peak, Abraham ftopt his Ears ; he confidered not 
Deadnefs of his own Body, nor of Sarah's Womb, • 
n. iv. 1 9, 20, 2 1 . ' He daggered not at the Promife 
'God through Unbelief, but was it ron gin the Faith, 
ving Glory to God, being fully perfuaded that he 
at had pro mi fed was able to perform.' It may be, 
afon is whifpering into tne Ears of fome here, fay- 
;, O Man, Woman, you're but a dead Stock, a dead 
ne • Do you ever think to be a C hild of Abraham, or 
t you'll bring forth Fruit unto God ? But, if you, 
ieve with Abraham, you'll fay, Hold your Peace, 
rnal Reafon, you're but a blind Fool in die Matters 
God : Cannot God out of Stones raifc up Children 
Abraham ? And as he is able, fo he hath given me 
ny Promifes in hh Word, which he allows me to 
Id upon, and commands me to believe. Unbelief 
Ids ay upon Senfc and Reafon, but Faith builds up* 
the Power and Promife of God ; What believe you 
Chriit ? idly, There is a Spiritual Seeing that is to 
feparated from Faith. It is true, there is a fpiri- 
i Seeing of fan<Rified Knowledge and Underffend- 
;, which I fpoke of already, that is eflential to 
ith 1 there can be no Believing without this Seeing : 
le that ices the Son, and believes in him, hath e- 
erlafting Life.' But there is a fpiritual Seeing of 
perience, or experimental Senie and Feeling, 
lich is to be feparatc from Believing; fuch at fpi«- 
E 7. vsfck 
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tual Mourning, fpiritual Joy, fpiritual Enlargem 

or fuch like Workings of the Spirit. Where t 

are, they mould indeed be cherifhed with Tha 

fulnefs, as being a Tafte of Heaven, and a comi 

able Means of glorifying God on Earth : But 

dangerous to make them the Ground of Faith ; 

they are ebbing and flowing, up and down, it : 

be Twenty Times in the Space of one Sermon j 

your Faith that is built thereupon will be up 

down therewith. If you believe no longer than yoi 

and feel, no wonder that you be ay doubting when 

are not feeling. And fo you're never living by Fj 

for you're not properly believing, when yo 

feeling ; Faith is one Thing, and Feeling anot 

Or, if you build partly on the Feeling of God's V 

within, you, and partly on the Truth of God's V 

without you, then you're like One that would bv 

Houfe partly on thawing Ice, and partly on a 

Rock ; ,furely that Part of the Houfe, that was 

on the Ice, will tumble down whenever the Ice m 

But, were the Building of Faith wholly upon the 

Rock| that changes not with the C hanges of 

Senfe and Feeling, you will find no more Cau 

. Doubting when you have, than when you want 

. changeable Things ; you would be thankful whei 

have them, and yet not doubtful when you want t 

Unbelief, which builds upon Things feen and felt. 

and thinks, in the Want of thefe, O all is good 

fo razeth the Foundation ; but Faith, which « 

Evidence of Things not feen, fays, even in' the Wa 

' thefe, All is yet well and fecure, Chrift is wh 

was, the Promife is what it was, the Truth of G 

what it was, however I be changed, Thefe ar 

different Thoughts of Faith and Unbelief 5 and 

think ye? I trow, when the Meaning of the Q 

on is, What believe ye of Chrift ? the moil Par 

find, that either they have no Faith, or very lit 

Thus Paul believed contrary to Senfe and Fe< 

when he got the Promife of his own Life, and th< 

pf all that were in the Ship with him, Mis xxvi 

/fa/feye God^ fays he, that it pall be e<uen «u it 
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told me. See in what Circum fiances he was, when he 
thus believed, Verfes 15, 18, 20. their Light was 
gone, the Tempeft was on them, and all Hope from 
outward Appearances was gone ; yet Paul w;;s i.lFurcd 
and perfwaded that God would do as he h;ui (kid : 
Why, might Unbelief fay, if the Sun were (binning, 
and a fair Wind blowing, if the Sun of RightcoufneJs 
were mining on me, and the Wind of he. venly Influ- 
ences blowing, and I were fair before the Wi.»d, then 
I would believe: But now, when there is not King but 
Darknefsand Tempells, How canl believe ? No in- 
deed, you cannot, while you make Senfe and Feeling 
the Ground of your Faith, and not the Truth and Ve- 
racity of God in his Word of Grace and Promife. 
Thus it is in the Matter of Jullification before God. 
The Believer is to look upon hifnfelf as lighteous, 
through "the Righteoufnefs of Chrift; to believe him- 
jfelf perfect in Chrift, and fiducially to thin!: himfelf 
righteous in Chrift : No, fays Unbelief, I cannot 
think that, becaufe I feel the contrary ; I feel my own 
Unrighteou&efs, Sin and Corruption : Why, if there 
were no Senfe or Feeling of Sin, there would' be no 
Room for Faith ; If you had a Righteoufnefs of your 
. own, and a Feeling thereof, then you would h?.ve no 
Need of Chrift* s Righteoufnefs ; but now, that you 
have a Feeling of your Unrighteoufnefs ; and Sin, 
there is Room for Faith, according to fuch a Word as 
that, 2 Cor. v. laft. ' He hath made him to be Sin for 
* us, that we might be made the Righteoufnefs of God 
" * in him.' The very EfTence of Faith here is to believe 
the quite contrary to what we fee and feel in ourfclves, 
"" faying, In my felf I have no Righteoufnefs, no 
Strength ; but furely in the Lord have I Righteouf- 
nefs and Strength. Now, tho' I mould (hew no more 
of the Import of this Queftion, What think ye ofCbrift f 
butthefe Two, namely, What know ye of Chrift ? and 
what believe ye of Chrift ? Surely it is a Matter of 
eternal Confequence. to anfwer this Queftion, thus ex- 
plained ; for if youmifs the right Anfwer to thefe Two 
Branches of this Queftion, your Doom at the Great 
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Day will be dreadful, 2 Tfafi i. 7. 8.. « He will be ] 

* revealed from Heaven in flaming Fire, taking Ven- 

* geance on them that know him not, and obey not 

* the Gofpel ;' that is, who never had fuch Thoughts 
of Chrift, as to know him, and believe in him as the 
GhriftofGod. Again, 

(3.) What think ye of Chrift ? That is, What loveye 
of Chrift, and what Favour have ye for him ? As they 
that know him will believe and put their Truit in him; 
fo they that believe in him will love him, for FaitR 
works by Love. It muft be a loving Thought, that 
Ghrift here intended by this Queftion, while in tha 
Context he fets forth himfelf, not only as David's Son, 
but Davids Lord, a God-Man, and fo a glorious Ob- 
ject of Love, altogether lovely. Were our Affedtions 
enlarged wider than the higheft Heaven, there is 
Lovelinefs enough in a God-Man to fill it ; and, could 
our Hearts hold an Ocean of Love, there is infinite 
Lovelinefs in Chrift to beftow it all upon : Every 
Thing in Chriil is lovely ; and therefore the Queftion, 
What think ye of Chrijl ? muft be, What love ye of 
Chrift ? If any Man love not our Lord' Jefus Chrift, 
let him be Anathema Maran-atba, lays the Apoftle \ 
furely they are not Believers, that are not Lovers ol 
Chrift. It is true, Chrift hath many pretended Lovers, 
that love him only for his Bounty, but not for his 
Beauty, end that ky they love him ; but it is not fo, ii 
you confider the Qualities of their Love. \ft 9 It is an 
eafy Love, they came eafily by it, without ever get- 
ting their natural Emnity difcovered ortwoken : Thej 
^ere never humbled for their Want of Love ; fuch a 
Love is not worth a Farthing. Or, zdly, It is an idh 
Love, it doe* not lead them to his Service, nor draw 
them to their Prayers ; his Commands are ftill griev- 
ous to them. Or, $dty 3 If it be not an idle, it is a 
legal Love: It may be the Law comes to them, anc 
feys, as Pharaoh faid to the Ifrae/ites, Ye are idle, y\ 
are idle, Exod. v. 17. and fo they fall adoing foj 
their Life, according to the D o and Live of th< 
Urft Covenant. But It is not Doing from Jove tc 

Chrift; 
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I : It is not a Gofpcl-Love to him as a Law-ftil- 
but a legal Love to him as only a Law-giver * 
is if he was ftiii Handing upon the old Covenant * 
is with them. Or, \*bfy, H it it be not a legal 
, it is a iooje and licentious Love they have to 

It is Love with a Latitude, allowing as much ' 
n for the Devil as for Chrift, as much Room for 
Vorld as for Chrift, and as much Room fbf Lufts : 
y they that have no bther Love to Chrift, but 
an eafy, idle, legal, loafe or 'licentious Love, 
are, not true Lovers ; nay, they are true Haters of 

and Enemies to him. Let them fay as they 

that they love Chrilt, yet they think nothing of 
. But, Believer, What think you of Chrift ? 
»n the Meaning of the Qu eft ion to you is, Simon 
7/ Jonas, love/t thou me more than thefe ? O, can 
anfwer it with an Appeal, Thou that hmueft all 
tgs, kntrweft that I love thee? or at leaft, can you 
vcr it with a Sigh. Wo's me that I cannot love him 
ought ? Surely, if you have not a Love of De- 
t rejoicing in him, ye* have a Love of Defire la- 
iting after him. Sometimes the loving Soul goes 
k Communion, and the fecret Grone is O let me 

Chrift at this Occafion ! O I muft have him, I 
:1 have him ? Why muft you have him ? Even be- 
fe he muft have you, John x. 16. ' Other Sheep I 
ive, which are not of this Fold ; thefe alfo I Must 
ing, and they fhall hear my Voice.' He hath faid 
-, I muft have you ; and that hath brought you to 
, I mud have him. Here are two Neceiiities meet- 
, his Neceffity and your Neceffity ; his Neceffity 
eed is a pure Neceffity of Lo*ve % but your firft Ne- 
Ity was the Neceffity of IVant : But, fmce he from 
ve hath a Need of you, as well as you from Want 
ve a Need of him, you muft of Neceffity meet to- 
her in Love. You love him, becaufe he firft, 
ed you ; you feck him, becaufe he firft fought you : 
lerefore henceforth, as he feeks you from Love, 
do you not only feek liim from Want, that is too 
fifli; but alfo let your Way oi foekvT\%\^»><£«« 
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up to more Conformity to his Way of feeking Jroi 
namely, from Love, faying, $a<w ye him ivhom % 
Soul faveth ? Tell him that I am fick of Low. ~< 
what think yc, what love ye of Chrift ? Again, 

(4.) What think fe of Chrift ? That is, What eftee 

, ye of Chrift, or whatEftjmate and Valuation have yx 

for him ? This is plainly Sported in the Queftk 

here. Why, might Chrift fay, ye Pharifees are fhei 

ingyour. ignorant Efteem of the I aw, by all the Qo 

ftionsyou are propofing about it ; but what think ; 

of Chrift, who is the Lord of the Law, as well as IX 

<vi<f& Son and Lord ? You have an ignorantly high( 

pinion of Mofes, but what think ye of Chrift i wh 

Honour and Refpect do you put upon him ? Surel 

to them that believe he is precious ; or, as the Wo 

imports, he is honourable. Where there is true Kn<y 

ledge of Chrift, there is Faith ; where there is Fait 

there is Love ; and where there is Love, there is 

high Efteem. Some Things, the more they are know 

the lefs they are efteemed : But it is not fo with Chrii 

they that know him moft,ido. efteem him moft; G« 

the Father knows him b^ft, and he efteems him m< 

highly, Ifa.xW'i. 1. Saints and Angels in Heaven knc 

him next beft, and how they efteem him, you ra, 

fee, Rev, v. 8, 10, ix, 12. The more that any< 

Earth knows him, the more do they efteem him ; ai 

only thefe that do not know him, do not efteem hii 

1 Cor. i. zi, 22, 23, 24. They that are beft Judg< 

, think highly of Chrift. What judge ye, what Eftee 

have ye of him? There is a fourfold Lodging 

Room that the Efteem of Chrift hath in the Souls 

them that duly efteem him. 1. In their Intellect 

Faculty, that is, in their Underftanding this Eftee 

lodges, faying, O I determine to know nothing b 

Chrift [ O Sirs, if a Man had the Knowledge of ; 

the Univerfxties in the World concentred in him, aj 

yet know not Chrift, he is but a poor filly Sot. Pax 

brought up at the Feet of Gamaliel, had a great d< 

of Knowledge and human Literature; but whenev 

he came to know Chrift, O, fays he, 7 count all I 
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Dung for the Excellency of the Kns'dcdgr rf C brill Je- 
fus my Lord, 2. In their ELcli-ve Faculty, tint is in 
their Choice does this Elleem lodge. O they that e- 
fteem Ciirift, they fclecl and tingle him out tor a 
Head and tin band, with whom they refolve to live 
ami die, frying, ' Whom have 1 in Heaven but thee? 
* and there is none upon the Earth that IdeGre befides 
c tiiee/ 3. In their Prof-naive Faculty, that is, in 
their Affect ions does this Elleem lodge* thele do ar- 
dently and vehemently purfuc after him: As nothing 
can iktisfy a hungry Man but Food, lb not.'iing frtif- 
fies fuch a Soul bat Chrift; hence proceeds their fn- 
duftry in the life of Means and Ordinances. 4. In 
their Retentive Faculty, that i. c , in their Memory 
will this Elleem alio lodge ,• while their Elleem of 
him makes them remember him, and their MeJitati- 
' on of him to be fweet. IV ben Inwmher thee upon 
my Bid, and m: dilate on thee in the Night -watch- 
es, my Soul /ball he Jhtisficd as with Mnrruw and Fat- 
nefs y and my Mouth Jb 7 11 pntilb thee with j-iyful Lips, 
Pfal. Ixiii. 5, 6. What we love and elleem, will 
have a Lodging in our Minds and Thoughts. And 
where does tne Strain of our Thoughts and Medita- 
tions run ? is, no doubt, implied in this Quelliun, 
What think ye ofChri/l ? Wiiat Room do you give 
him in your Heart and Thoughrs ? Now thefe four 
Particulars, namely, 1. What know ye, 2. What 
believe ye, 3. What true ye, 4. What ejieem ye of 
Chrill ? are here implied. 

4 

The Third Thing here propofed wa% to fhew the 
Import of this Qjeilion formally confidcrcd, with re- 
fpeclto the Quality of the Aft. I have fliewcd what 
may be implied in this QueJtion, with relation to the 
Object, and alio the Acl of Thinking : Now the 
interrogative Particle Wbni, pointing at the Quality 
of this Acl, may furniih us with fome further 
Thoughts anen: the Import of the Quellion, formal- 
ly confulered. It is the What in the Text that now 
I am efpecially upon ; and befides the General, 
Wbafisyour Opiniou of Chilli, CT'bat \s ^qto \a&fe" 



ment about Chrift ? there is a fourfold W 
implied. ( I .) What Good do you think of hi 
Pharifees think much Good of yourfelve 
but you, and your Righteoufnefs, your Ah 
Sacrifices, your Temple, your Zeal for Mofe 
Law? But, What think' ye ofCbrift? Is he 
in your View than a mortal Son of a mortal IV 
wonder then,, in this Cafe, you think little 
liim. Can you afcend no higher in your Conte 
to apprehend him as the Immortal Son of the 
tal God, the Eternal Son of the" Eternal Fal 
Righteoufiiefs of God, the Gift of God, the 
crifice, the true Temple, the Antitype of all th 
the Subltance of all the Shadows, tha Fulne 
the Prophecies and Promifes ? What, do y 
him good for nothing, but to be defpifed, deb; 
trampled upon ? What Good do you think 
(2.) What Glory do you think to be in him ? 
not darken his Glory, when you look upon i 
to be the Son of David, and not alfo to be 1 
of David, and, the Lord of Glory, the Root 
fpring of David ; not only the Offspring of * 
Man, but the Root of David as God ? Wl 
ye of him as the Glory of God, and the God 
ry, bringing in a Difpenfation much more 
than that of Mo/is, which Glory was to be doi 
2 Cor. iii. 7, 8, 9. Chrift, as the Sent of Gc 
anointed with the Spirit for that End. If tl 
nration of Death written and engraven on St 
glorious, how lhall not the Miniilration of t] 
Be rather glorious ? If the Miniftration of ( 
nation be Glory, much more does the Minift 
Righteoufiiefs exceed in Glory. And what ( 
you think to be in Chrift, who is the GIoi 
this Glory ? Do you fee Chrift to be thus j 
and me to be the Chrift ? Tho' now, migh 
this Glory is under a Vail of Flefh, a Vaii c 
uition and Humiliation ; yet this mean Ap; 
that Pm making now, as if I wetetvo moTtV 
Jnor&lMan, was. clearly foretold \.o twlVj 
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phets concerning Chrift, even that he mould be a Man," 
and a Man of Sorrows : Can you fee nothing of my 
Glory and Excellency under this Vail ? Is there no 
Glory in the Sun, becaufe there is a Cloud betwixt 
you and it ? 3. What Uje&o you think he is of? for, 
if he were only the Son of David, he could be of no 
great Ufefulnefs to a perifhing World of Sinners : But, 
do you think and confider, that herein is the Myftery 
of Divine Grace ? ' God fo loved the World, that he 
* fent his only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth 
' in him might not perifh, but have everlafting Life.', If 
the Brafen Serpent, which was but a Type of Chrift, 
was of Ufe to the flung Ifraelites, what think you of 
Chrift ? Can any Thing in the World be fo ufefulto 
Sinners as Chrift ? Of what Ufe is the Law, where- 
of you're boafting ? It is but a dead Letter, a killing 
Word, a Sentence of Condemnation, a Death-fum- 
mons, a dead Warrant againft them without Chrift, 
who is the End of the La<w for Rigbteoufnefs. Who 
but Chrift can reconcile God to Man, and ingratiate 
Man with God ? Who but he can fulfil the Law and 
fatisfy Juftice for them, pay their Debts, heal their 
Difeafes, juitify, fanclify, and lave them, vanquiih 
Sin, Death and Hell for them, and at laft raife the 
mouldered Carcafe from Corruption to Incorruption, 
and inveft it with a State of everlafting Glory in the 
higheft Heaven, with 'Fukefsofjoy, and P leaf ures 
4 for evermore at his Right-band V Is he an ufelefs 
Chrift to you, tho' he fills All in all, and alone can 
give abundant Satisfaction to the immortal Soul, where- 
as all Things elfe are but dry and empty without him, 
and leave Men deftitute ? O dry Means, dry Minifters, 
dry Ordinances, dry Sacraments, dry Sermons and 
dry Prayers, if Chrift be away ! O dry Breafts, if he 
be not the Milk ; dry Branches, if he be not the Sap ; 
dry Clouds, dry Wells, if he be not the Water f O 
what Ufe think ye he is for ? what Work and Service 
have ye for him ? 4. What Worth do you think he is 
of ? Your Thoughts are employed, might Chrift fay, 
Jw>w to tempt me with your Qucftign* about the Law, 

B $ ^hk% 
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undervaluing that Lord God that gave the Law, and 
that now is come in the Perfon of the ftfe/pai to fulfil 
the Law ; and is he unworthy to have a Room in your 
Thoughts ? or what Worth do you think him of? If 
you judge rightly and think duly of him, you'll find 
he hath more real Worth than all die World befide : 
For, put all the Creatures in Heaven and Earth in one 
Scale, and Chrift in another, you'll find them all to be 
lighter than Vanity. This is plain, if you confider, 
that when all the World of Men and Angels, and 
Creatures were weighed in the Balance with Divine 
Juftice, they were found too light to counterpoife it, 
or^give Satisfaction to.it; all they together could not 
make up the full Sum or Value that mould fatisfy that 
Juftice : It coft more to redeem a Soul, than all that 
they were worth ; ' The Redemption of the Soul is 

* precious, and ceafes for ever,' fays the Pfalmift. But 
Chrift, having unfearchable Riches, is a Mafs ofTrea- 
fure big enough for the Purpofe ; and therefore, when 
he was laid in the Balance with ir.iinite Juftice, he. 
was found of Weight enough to poife it, without any 
Creature's Help to hold down the Scale : Nay, * He 

* looked, anfi there was none to help, none to uphold ; 
' therefore his own Arm brought Salvation. And he 
' trode the Wineprefs alone, and of the People there 
c were none with him,' Ifa. lxiii. 3.5. Who among 
the Creatures could go thorow conquering and to con- 
quer, as Chrift did, when he had Heaven, Earth and 

. Hell to grapple with? What think ye of Chrift tlien? 
what Worth do you think he is of? Upon the whole, 
before I leave this Point, let me ask thefc two Que- 
stions, to bring home this one, concerning what Worth 
do you think Chrift is of. The firft Queftion is, What 
Price would you buy him at, if you were to buy him'? 
Surely, if you had a due Thought of Chrift, and a Dif- 
co very of the Pearl, you would for Joy fell your All to 
•buy it, Mattb. xiii. 44, 45, 46. And when all is done, 
you. would fee your All to be nothing at all, and 
fhe Pearl to be All in all I j deed this Treafure 
ft fo grear, {his Peyl is fo precious, that it cannot 

be 
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ye bought at any Piicej and therefore the Price of it 
s, No Money, no Price, altogether free, I/a. lv. l. To 
Duyhere, is to beg, and take freely ; yet, iftheQue- 
ftion be, ( What would ye give for him, if he were to 
be bought ?' Surely, if you knew your own Need, 
and his infinite Fulnefo and Suitablenefs for you, the 
(hidlion will fuggeft fome great Thought of Chrift. 
C t thoufatiid thaufaud Workls, if I had the , would 
1 5. ;e fcrhira^ Yea, but there are fome that hold him 
at • very loiv l*rice t tiiey would not give a Groat or 
a Sixpence for Chrlft or his Intereit, they would not , 
part with a Shilling or a Crown for Clirift or his 
Caufe, Chrift or his Gofpel; nay, they will not part 
with a beallly Lull for him, their Idols and the World 
are of greater Price to them. But there ase Others 
that know his Worth better, and are wiling to forfake 
all for him, Mattb. xix. 27. We ba<vc forfaken all, and 
fallowed thee ; the holy Martyrs thought not their 
Lives and their Hearts-blood too dear for Chrift, 
Rw. xii. II. Tkey lowed not their Live $ unto the Death, 
that is, they defpifed their Lives in Comparifon 
of Chrift, they expofed their Bodies to horrible and 
painful Deathe, tneir temporal Eft:ifcs to the Spoil, 
taking joyfully the Spoiling of their Goods, and ex- 
poiing their Perfons to ail Manner of Shame and 
Contempt for the Caufe of Chriir,. O but a Soul 
that by Faith apprehends the Worth of Chrift, will 
cheerfully and willingly give all for him; and-, hav- 
ing won Chrift, will go away rejoicing, and think his 
Peny worth to be very good, very great ! The fe- 
"cond Queftion if, What Rate iiould ye fell him at, 
if ye were to fell bim ? Judas fold him, and the 
High Priells bought him for Thirty Pieces of Silver, 
A goodly Price that I <was prized at of them. Zech. 
xi. 13. It is ironically fpoken, J bonny Price indeed 
for a God-Man ; call it to the Potter, fays the Lord. 
Men of darkned Uunderfbmdings, corrupt Minds, 
and depraved Affc&ions, will fell Chrift and his 
Caufe, Chrift and a good Confcience for a Trifle : 
yea, many bot&y hi Cauie for fome poor worldly 
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Confideration. O for fuch a Spirit as I read of it 
the Forty Martyrs, that fufFered fo valiantly undei 
Licinius, Anno 300, that when Agricolaus his Depu- 
ty, one of the Devil's Agents, fet upon them feveral 
Ways to draw them to deny Chrift, and at laft tempted 
them with an Offer of Money and Preferment, they 
all cried out with one Confent, [ Gr. aidiotes, G 
adiotes, chremata dides ta apomenonta ; ] O Eternity, 
Eternity, give us Money that will laft to Eternity, ant 
Gold that <will abide for ever, fuch as Chrift can givt 
us: They flighted that pitiful Wealth which wai 
current only in this beggarly World, when coming 
in Competition with Chrift and his durable Riches ; 
they would not fell Chrift for a World, nay" not foi 
a World of Worlds, O at what Rate would you fet 
Chrift! Surely, if you think duly and highly oi 
him, you'll buy him at an/Rate, but fell him at nc 
Rate. It is eafy indeed to frame a-pafling Thought 
O who would put Chrift in the Balance with anj 
Thing! But flay till a Day of Trial come, and the 
Queftion he brought clofs home, Now, <will you quix 
Cirift and his Caufc, or will you quit ivith Fa- 
ther and Mother, and Wife and Children, am 
FJlate and Fortune, Houfes and Yards, and Life ant 
all? I trow that would be a hard Queftion ; $ih 
for Skin, and all that a Man hath *will he give for 
his Life, he will quit all before he quit with his 
Life. Surely, if Chrift be your Life, you would quit 
all other Lives for him, a natural Life, a temporal 
Life, a Life of Pleafure, a Life of Honour, a life of 
Eafe and worldly Accommodations ; and if you think 
much of him, there is fome Life you have quit fox 
him already, at leaft in Part, and in Defire and En- 
deavour, namely, a Life of Sin, a Life of Self, a Lift 
of legal Righteoufnefs, that the Life you live may be 
a Life of Paith on the Son of God. Now, I fuppofi 
all thefe What** are imported in the Queftion, 1 What 
Good do you think of him ? 2. What Story do yon 
think to be in him ? 3. What Ufe do you think he 
is for ? 4. What Worth do you fhiak he is of, when 

he 
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he is to be bought or Ibid ? This Queftion bears all 

thcfe in itsBofom, What think ye ofChrifi ? 

The 4/£ and lad Thing propofed upon the Expli- 
cation of the Import of the Queftion, was, to fliew 
the Import of it, fubje&ively confidered, or with re- 
fpeft to the Perfons that are the Subje&s thereof, or 
po whom the Queftion is put, in the Pronoun ye 9 
What tbinkye of Chrift ? And under this Confident 
tion we may take a fourfold View of the Queftion, 
( I .) View it as it was put to the Jews in general, for 
fo were thefe to whom .Chrift is here fpeaking, Ye 
that are7*w,what think ye of Chrift? Ye that are the 
People of whom, concerning the Flefh, Chrift came, 
for (as. ye own concerning Chrift) he is the Son of 
David ; and ye are the People to whom he and his 
Gofpel behoved firft to come, for Salvation is of the 
Je*vs 9 John iv. 22. Ye are his own People, and 
what think ye of Chrift ? Alas, « He came to his 
*• own, and his own received him hot, ' they thought 
r nothing of him when he came ; and therefore, as Paul 
lays, Atts xxviii. 28. ' The Salvation of God is fent 
' to the Gentiles, ' and he adds, They <zvj// hear it. 
Now, of Confequcnce, Chrift and the Gofpel, and 
this Queftion with it, comes to you, Gentiles, faying, 
what think ye of Chrift ? O will ye think nothing o( 
him ; or will ye make Paul a. Liar, who faid ye fhould 
hear it ; of rather, will ye give the Lie to the Spirit 
of God ? Nay, whatever the moft part do, yet * a» 
' many as we*e ordained to eternal Life ' will btf 
brought to think highly of Chrift, by getting the fa- 
ring Knowledge, Faith, Love and Efteemofhim. 
(2.) View the Queftion as it was put to the Phari- 
Jecs, a fet of Hypocrites and Self-righteous Perfons j 
Ye that are Pbarifees, what think ye of Chrift ? Ye 
are Uriel Obfervers of the Letter of the Law, and 
think much of your long Prayers, your giving Alms 
of all that you poflefs, your Falling twice a « Weelc„ 
your being no open Drunkards, Whoremongers, Ex- 
tortioners, nor like this or that Publican ; but while 
you think fo much of yourfelves and your own Righ- 
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teoufnefs, and think nothing of Chrift, Public* 
Harhti go into the Kingdom before you ; therefore 
think ye of Chrift the Son of David, the Lord 
*vid, the Lord of the Law, by whom alone e*ve 
Righteoujnefs is brought in, anfwering the Spir 
not the Letter of the Law onry ? The Qneflic 
comes to be propofed to all of the fame Kidnc 
thefeP' "trifies ; Ye that are Hypocrites and fc 
fying Per ions, what think ye of Chriil ? Ye tl 
thinking, O you're an honeit Man, you have t 
a good Neighbour, juilin your Dealing, civil 
Carriage, and fo you fancy yourfelf to be to 
the Law blamelefs ; What, Man are you conter 
judged by the.Law ? then to Catfar let us go, 
Law let us go ; but only look the law broad 
Face, look not only to the Out fide of the La> 
a Man looking only to the B.tck and Out-fid< 
Looking-gials, or td the Frame and Edge of it, 
he does not fee- himfelf ; but look to the In- 
the Looking-glafs of the Law, to the Spirituj 
it ; fet vour Face to the Face of the Glafs, 
you will fee what a deformed filthy Creature y 
fo you will find it curling you to your Fac< 
curfing you to Hell for every wicked Thought 
as Action, faying, Cur fed is every one that c 

. net in all Things written in the Book of the ha 
them. Therefore you have need to think agai 
think better vhan ever you did, about a Lawrju: 
Ilighteoufnefs, and to think there is need of thi 
ftion, What think ye of Chri/i P (3.) Vii 
Queilion as it was put to the Sadducees ; 
feems they were combined with the Pharifet 
againft Chrift, if you compare Verf 23, & 34 
thofe Sadducees were a Sett of People that der 
Immortality of the Soul, the Refurreftion df 

' dy, the Exigence of Spirits and Angels, Aclsi 

in a word they were half Atheifts, if not wh 

like rhegracelefs Wits of our Day, that call the 

Free thinkers : Well, frys Ovc\V\, vA«X \\Cvc 

Chriil ? whofc Son is he > U y qu coxtfA w 



y David's Son, but 'Davids Lord and God ; 
the God of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, not 
d of the Dead, but of the Living ; would you 
n thefe Atheiftical Tenets, concerning the Re- 
6n of the Body, the Being of Souls ? No, no. 
ueftion then is applicable to all that Sort of 
: Ye that are Atheifts, Drifts, and damnably 
>us Free-thinkers, O what think ye of Chrift r 
>ubt, with Herod and his Men of War, you fet 
nought : But O, will you think again and 
our Thoughts ? let them fix upon Chrift a while, 
u (hall find all the Truths of the Bible cleared 
idicated, by him who is the Truth itfelf ; and 
is eternal Son of God is fent from the Father, 
Dofe to confirm them by his Do&rine, Life, 
and Refurre&ion. Again, (4.) View the Que- 
with Refpedl to its general Defign, which i$ 
ler with all other Scriptures) the Profit of all 
m it comes, for their Reproof, Correction, or 
Ifcion in Righteoufnefs, 2 Tim. iii. 16. and for 
cing of Sinners, or confirming of Saints : And fa 
es to all and every one of ns, Minifters or Peo- 
ligh and Low," Rich and Poor, what think ye 
•ift ? And here I have Occafion to look round 
me, and afk the Queftion at all and every one 
iears me ; and indeed we may begin -firft at our- 
O we that are Minifters, what think we of 
:? Is he the Son and Lord of David, theetcr- 
>n of God ? Surely we cannot think, or fpeak, 
ach too much of Chrift. It is our Honour, if 
a fay, We preach not ourfelves, but Chrift Je- 
2 Lord ; and that to us, who are the leaft of all 
\ (may fome of us fay) mould this grace be given, 
:ach among the Gentiles the Unfearchable Riches 
rift : But, while we fpeak of Chrift to others, 
do we think of Chrift ourfelves ? To be fure, if 
> not think of Chrift as we ought, we will not 
of Chrift as we 1 ought. Chrift in the Heart, and 
i in the Mouth, make right Ptea&lo&s.' \£ -assf 
h Chrift out of Envy, aa\hs K^Wlvjs ^^ 
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well that Chrift is preached ; but as it muft be but 
heartlefs bungling Work to fuch, fo they would do 
well to confider, that the Queflion is not. What preach 
ye of Chrift? but, What think ye of Chrift ? Again, 
O ye that are the People, What think ye of Chrift ? 
whatever be your State or Condition,Sex orQuality.the ■ 
Queflion comes to you ; and let none of you dare to 
neglect the pondering on it, when Chrift himfelf is 
poftng you with it, what think ye of Chrift ? Ye that 
are Magiftrates, or in Places of Power, Trail and 
Authority, what think ye of Chrift r Are you em- 
ploying your Power for Chrift, and his Caufe and 
Intereft ? Ye that are Matters, or Miftreffes of r^ami- 
lies,what think ye of Chrift ? Is it the Language of 
your Soul, As for me and iny Houfe we will ferve 
the Lord ? Are you defiring with Abraham to com- 
mand your Children, and your Houfhold after you, 
to keep the Ways of the Lord, and praying for them, 
and inftru&ing them in the Knowledge of Chrift ? 
Again, Ye that are Children under your Patents, O 
what think ye of Chrift ? Whofe Son is he ? Do you 
know him to be the Son of David, and the Son of 
G O D too ? And would it not be your great Hap- 
pinefs, to be the Sons and Children of God in him! 
Your Father and Mother may die, and leave you, 
therefore it is your belt to feek an Intereft in him to 
be your everlafting Father. 

Ye that are Servants, what think ye of Chrift \ 
Would you have him for your Matter and Lord ? Is it 
not the greateft Honour to be his Servants, who is Da* 
njifs Lord ? He that was David's Son, was David 1 * 
Matter ; and as David in Spirit called him Lord, fo, 
ihould not all that is within you call him Lord ? Serve 
your Matters honettly, but let hinvwho is the Lord of 
Lords be a Matter above all Matters to you. Ye that 
are Tradesmen, what think ye of Chritt ? Have you 
no Trading with Heaven ? Does your Civil Trader in 
a World take up all your Thoughts ? Surely it is ei- 
ther an unlawful Trade, or unlawfully ufed> that can- 
not conttft with this Chriftian Trade of giving the Chief 
rfyoyr Thoughts ft him, that is ths Chief among 
- ■ - Tjn, 



( 5* ) 

Ten theufand. Ye that are Hufbandmen, what think 
ye of Chrift ? Do you think more of your Ploughs 
and Oxen, or Corn and Cattle, and Barns and 
Goods,than of glorious Chrift ? Do you not know, whe- . 
ther you be Tenants, Feuars or Freeholders, that you 
are Tenants to him, and hold your All of him ? Are 
you more taken up in thinking of a great Crop, or a 

food Harveft, than of him who is the Lord of the 
larveft, both in a natural and Spiritual Senfe, and 
Lord of all that you have } Ye that are mean Cotters, 
what think ye of Chrift ? Wo's me, does your Cote- 
houfe, and your Cow, and your Kail-yard, ly nearer 
your Heart than precious Chrift ? O I if you were 
acquainted with Communion with him, you would 
find a mean Cottage with Chrift better than a prince- 
ly Palace without him. Ye that are poor Beggars, 
what think ye of Chrift ? To the Poor the Gofpei 
is preached ; to you is Chrift and his un fear enable 
Riches offered ; but I fear there are fome of you think 
more of a Half-penny than you think of Chrift : Rver- 
lafting Poverty and Mifery will be your Portion, if 
your Thoughts be not changed and renewed. Youl 
come to Coram union-Occafions only to beg Alms, 
not knowing that then you are at the Beautiful Gate 
of the Temple, where you might get an. Alms that 
would enrich ybu for ever. You have the Art of 
begging from Men, and from Door to Door, but 
perhaps you never think of begging at Chrift's Door : 
O will you begin to think, and to think of Chrift, 
before the Door of Mercy be (hut ! Again, ye that 
are rich, and wealthy in the World, What think ye 
of Chrift ? Hath he given you Riches, think you, tc* 
fleal away your Hearts from him, or rather to im- 
prove them for, and confecrate them to his Honour, 
and for the Good of others, efpecially of the Houlhqld 
of Faith ? Men may court your Favour, but,you are 
to be pitied, as a poor miferable Wretch, if you have 
your Portion only in this Life ; tho' you had all the 
Gold of Ophir y without Chrift you have nothing but 
a Shadow, you are deftitute of the (rue SubftaiW* Yoa 
G % ^sfl^ : 
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that are wife, mighty or noble, what think ye 
Chrift? May it not ftartle you a little, that he hu< 
faid, Not many wife Men after the Flefh, .not ma 
ny mighty, not many noble are called ; but. God hat 
chofen the foolifh, weak, bafe and defpicable Thing 
of the World : You have no Reafon to defpair, fo 
he hath not faid not any of them ; but yet yo 
have Reafon to think where you are, for he hath iai 
not many of them : And indeed, as an Evidence '< 
this, look to the great Men of our Day, you'll te 
that the Generality of the Nobility and Gentry < 
Scotland and England, they think very little < 
Chrift. You that are Scholars and Studeni 
what think ye of Chrift ? what will all the Wifdo 
and Literature, liberal Arts and Sciences, and beft A 
corhpliftiments in the World avail you, witho 
Chrift ? They will qualify you to be more emine 
Servants to the Devil, and his Intereft, if you lea; 
not Chrift together with them. You may be St 
dents of Latin, Greek and Hebrew, Students of PI 
Jofophy, Aftronomy, Aftrology, Geography, and M 
thematicks, yea, and Students of Divinity too ; ai 
yet lofe all your Pains, if you do not ftuJy Chri 
Ye that are ignorant and illiterate Perfons, what thii 
ye of Chrift ? It may be ye cannot read the Bible ; jrf 
was never at a School : your Parents died when y 
were young,or elfe were poor, and could not,or grac 
' lefs, and would not fet you to the School ; or if y 
can read, that is all : You know not fo much as the fi 
Principles of the Do&rine of Chrift, and can hare 
tell whofe Son he is. If you could be brought ti 
Day to think highly of ChrinV then mould you kno 
and follow on to Know the Lord. O neglect not hew 
forth the Means of the Knowledge of Chrift ; if y. 
learn of him, he will make you wifer than the reft 
the World, for as far behind as you are, even wile u 
to Salvation. Ye that are old Men and Women, wl 
think ye of Chrift ? How many Thoufands and Mil 
ons of Thoughts have you beftowed upon the ©e* 
the World and your Lufts, and Iclols in your Tin 
which would have been better bdfovtcd \x\wa. Chri 
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Mid the Concerns of your eternal Salvation ? And now, 
that Death, Judgment andEternk) arc hard at Hand, 
0, how can you think of going down to the Grave, 
and in to an everlafting State, without being in Cafe to 
anfwer this Queftion to Purpofe, What think ye of 
Gbrift? Ye -that are youqg Men and Women, what 
thinkyeofChnft? Ye are now in the FJower of your 
Age; O, fhall not Chrift luve the Flower of your 
Thoughts, that according to the Father's Promife to 
him, he may have the Dew of his Youth, by your 
Dedicating to him the Dew of your Youth,and fleeing 
all youthful Lufts ? Ye that arc Bairns and Little-ones, 
Lads and Lafles, Boys and Girls, capable to think,' O 
what think ye of Chrift ? Alas, Bairns (to fay a Word 
to you) y„u may fee what ill He f :s you have, that 
make you think more of little Plays and Trifles, Nig- 
nays, and Butterflies, than you think of Chrift : You 
mind any, Thing fooner than your Creator or Re- 
: deemer, whom God calls you to remember in the 
Bays of your Youth. Therefore, after this, when 
^<m are playing, will you think more of praying ? for 
God fays, 1 fa-ue them that lo<ve me, and they that- 
jeek me ear h /hall find me : And think more of reading 
the Bible, like young Timothy, who. from a Child, 
*ncvv the holy Scriptures. In a Word, if there be. any 
Body here that thinks I have milt them, know that * 
the QuUlion is to all and every one of you-, What 
think ye of Ch> til ? O gracelefs World ! How unwor- 
thily do you think of Chrift ? The covetous Majt 
'hinks more of a. groat than of Chrift, like Demas. 
Ambitious Men think more of a H3t than of Chrift ; 
*ke Hanar, or as Saul, who faid to Samuel, Ho-' 
tour mc before the People. The voluptuous Man 
hinfca more of a bate Luft, than of Chrift. . The 
^iMnkard thinks more of a hearty Cup, than of 
j-hrift. The glutton thinks more of a hearty Meal,- 
Kan of ChrLt. The proud Man thinks more- of 
>im/df, than of Chrift. Pride of Righteoufhefs thinks % ' 
nore of Prayers, and A ttendance on OtdWivc^, xkactf. 
f Chriil: Pride of Grace think? more crt" a. <g»A * - 
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Frame, than of Chrift. Pride of Wifdom 
of a Witticifm., or of a fine Difcourfe, th 
Pride of Beauty thinks more of a Skin 
plexion, than of Chrift. Pride of Bra 
more of a fine Suit of clothes, than of ( 
.the filly Sheep wore it o ner Back before 
hold how Chrift is vilified and underva 
World! But, O Believer, What think y 
Surely, if you be n gracious Perfon, Chr 
you a precious Perfon -, and you'll wonde 
ly and Madnefs of the World, that fets e 
above Chrift, in their Thoughts and Eft< 
they are ignorant of Chrift, and ignorant ol 
if they were convinced of their Sin and A 
would think muci of a Saviour and Re 
they knew their Difeafe, they would thi 
fuch a Phyfician to heal them ; if they kne 
kednefs, they would think much of fuch a 
clothe them ; if they knew their Poll 
would think much of fuch a Fountain to 
if they knew their deep Arrears to Divine 
Dyvour-ftate, they would think much of: 
to pay their Debt. ^Surely, if they knew, 
not thus defpife the Lord of Glory. Ho' 
known to all and every one of you, that t 
is put to you ; and you ought to put it t 
before God, by difcovering what you arc 
you ftand. And now, having opened tl 
the Queftion, in the feveral Branches of 
next to. 

THIRD HEAD. 

The Third general Head propofed, na 
fer fome Reafons of the Doctrine, why thi 
leading Queftion in the Chriftian Cai 
which People are to try themfelves ; \ 
Queftion is put as a Touchftone, for difee 
Mettal we are of, What think ye ofChrifl 

t. This Queftion is put, What think : 
becaufe, without right Thoughts of Chr 
Wright Thought of God ; and without 



of Chriit, there is no true Knowledge of Cod. 
is an invifible God, and Chrift only is the Image 

imnfible God, Col. i. 15. There are three 
3 to know, fee and apprehend God : One is, by 
Creatures he hath made, Rom. i. 20. The in- 
e Things of God are clearly feen from tbe'Crcation of 
Wmld, even bis eternal Power and Godhead ; 
her is by the Scriptures, for they make God 
ro ; but the Third and only faring \fray of know- 
nd apprehending God, is by Chrift. Now, the 
vledge of God, that we have by the Creatures, is 
he Knowledge we have of a Man by his Work- 
hip, which he hath wrought : If the Workman- 
be rare and excellent, fuch as hath required great 
nd Strength, then we conceive the Man that hath 
it, hath been a wife Man, a ftrong Man, and the 

according to the Nature of the Workman- 
: So, when we know God by the Creatures, we 
sive, that the God that made them, muft be a 
: God, a wife God, a powerful God, But next, 
Knowledge that we have of God by the Scrip- 

; 1 mean, the literal Knowledge, is like that 
wledge thatonegetsof a famous learned Man,by 
ing what he writes : If in his Writing he hath 
>vered much Learning, vail Senfe, and folid 
pnent, accordingly we conceive him to be a fen- 
judicious Man. So, by reading the Word, we 
conceive of God's Excellency, as we do of a Man 
is Writing ; but the Knowledge of God, that we 
>y Chrift, is like that Knowledge which one gets 
King, by having feen his Image, or rather his 

who is as like him as he can look. Now, Chrift 
like the Father, and fo truly and really his 
ge, that tho' blind Arians cannot fee the eflential 
ry of the Father in him, yet he (ays to Philip, 
« xiv. 9. He that bath feen me, hath feen the Fa- 

Now, in the Book of the Creature we may fee* 
king of God, in the Book of the Scripture the 
: of God : But above all thefe, we have another 
1, wriggn, ai it were, witit the Rays of the Sun, 
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even Chrift, whom we rn.iy cr.li a Book, for heislfflh 
[Gr. Legos tu Theoif] vac Word of God ; but he is |j 
not made with Ink and Pnver, he is a living Book, jf 
a living Pi&ure and Repreiemativeof the Father, the { 
Brightncfs oi his Glory, and the exprcls Image of his 
Perfon, Heb. i. 3. The faving Kno.wei-gCQJf Qoda 
by Chrifl, John i. 1 8. and in Chrift, 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
And again, hence, 
. 2. This Queftion is put, What think ye ofChrifil 
becaufe. without right Thoughts of Ch rill, there can 
be no Religion, andconfequently no Salvation. There 
is no coming to God, but in ChriH, John xiv. 6.1am 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life; no Man ctmeth h 
the Father, but by me. Without believing Thoughts, 
of Chrift, then we cannot worfhip God aright or ac- 
ceptably ; for without Faith it is impcfjible for tofkajt 
God, Heb. xi. 6. And I have mewed you already, that 
right Thinking is Believing ; and without believing 
in him, there is no Salvation : He that believes not, 
iha.ll be damned ; for there is no other Name given un- 
der Heaven, whereby we niuft be faved, neither is there 
Salvation in any other, A8s iv. 12. A Man, that can- 1 
not think of Chriftashe ought, cannot perform a re- 
ligious Action as he ought: As the evil Man, .out of 
the evil Treafure of his Heart, brings forth evil 
Things ; fo a goodMan, out of the good Treafure 
of his Heart, brings forth good Things, Matt. xii. 35. 
Now Chrift in the Heart, by his Spirit, is indeed a 
good Treafure; and as natural Thoughts produce 
natural Actions, carnal Thoughts carnal Actions 5 
fo fpiritual Thoughts bring forth fpiritual Action^ 
" and Chriftian Thoughts Chriftian Aclions. True Re- 
ligion begins and advances with the right Thought* 
of God. I defy a Man that knows the Lord, to pray 
or worfhip God comfortably, without fome due Ap- 
prehenfion of Chrift ; for as in Chrift alone God ii 
well pleafed, fo it is in the View of Chrift, or of 
God in him, that the Soul is well pleafed. 

3. This Queftion is put, What think ye cfChrfi f 
bccau&ii is tbe belt Ruk of^ttraoraK^tapB^ 



ns Thoughts of Chrift are, Co is their State ; as 
Junk in weir Heart, fo are they, Prov. xxiii. 7. 
[an be rifen with Chrift, then his Thoughts and 
ions are fet on Things above, where Chrift fits 
right Hand of God, Co/, iii. 1, 2. If you be 
ians indeed, then you have Chiift in you the 
of Glory, Col. i. 27. and if Chrift be in you, 
1 have a high Room in your Thought and E- 
; and therefore it is laid down as the beft Rule 
imination, 2 Cor. xiii. 15. Examine your fehues 9 
erye be in the Faith , prove your Jef-ves, know ye 
r (rwnfehjesy hvw that Chri/l Jefus is in you 9 ex- 
be Reprobates ? If any Man have not the Spi* 
Chrift, he is none of his, Rom. viii. 9. Now, they 
a<ve the Spirit f do mind the Things of the Spirit, 
ings of God, and particularly the CHRIST .of 

This Queftion is put, What think ye of Chrift T 
!e this Queftion comprehends all other Queftion* 
'igion. After the B hart fees had done with afking 
:ittle Queftions about the Law, Chrift propofes 
queftion, which fwallows up all their Queftions, . 
Imprehends all that is ncceftary to be known ; 
we could anfwer this Queftion to Purpofe, we 
., be in Cafe to anfwer all the Queftions that con- 
oth the Law and the Gofpel; for Chrift is the 
if the Law, and the Sum of the Gofpel. They 
now Chrift, they know where to find all the 
eoufnefs that the Law requires, and all the Grace 
le Gofpel promifes > and fo this Queftion is the 
end of the Chridian Catechijm, and that not on- 
h Refped to Knowledge, but alio with Refped to 
ce and Experience. Ghrift is the Sum of pra&i- 
odlinefs, for without him you can do nothing, 
y him ftrengthning you, you can do all Things, 
thrift is the Sum of experimental Religion alio; 
Experience is not worth much, that hath' not 
: for the Sum* total of it, for it is out of h& ¥mL- 
e receive Grace for Grace : Andwtan. fc\Aaxi*»» 
'>choIdiDfrhis}Glory, I have. beta, *^^'v*\» ' 
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the fame Image, it is a rich Experienw. In a W 
all Queftions that relate to Chriftian Experience 
be reduced to this one, What think ye of Chrifi ? 
the Queftion be, What know ye of Conviction ? \ 
know ye of Converfion ? What know ye of Ilhimi 
on ? What know ye of Regeneration ? What kna 
of Juftiflcation ? What know ye of SancTjificat 
What Intereft have ye in Chrift ? What Part and 
tion have ye in the Son ofjeje P What Share ha 
of his Grace, and what Hope of his Glory ? All 
Queftions may be anfweretf with the Anfwer of 
What ihinkye of Chrift? 

5. This Queftion, What think ye of Chrift \ if 
faecaufe he would, by this, put a Stop, and gi 
Check to all unneceffaiy curious Queftions : r . 
were but curious Queftions at belt, that the St 
tees and Pharifees had asked of Chrift ; but 
Chrift gives a Check to them, by a Queftion of 
lafting Moment. Some, that are but witlefs Pi 
fbrs, mew a deal of Curiofity in fome of their Qi 
ons, fuch as, Who nvas Meldiizedeck's Father ? 
the like ? but O here's a more neceflary Que: 
Who was Chrift's Father ? what think ye of C 
and whofe Son is he ? Here is an Ocean of Wifi 
that you may profitably dive into, and yet sevei 
to the Bottom of it ; for who can anfwer that Que 
about Chrift's Father, Prc*u. xxx. 4. Whestishis I 
and what is his Sen's Name, if thou canft tell? 

6. This Queftion is put, What think ye ofCh 
becaufe our Thoughts are but loft, if they be 
wared upon him : Till we be brought to thit 
Chrift duly, all our Thoughts are but loft Thou 
and vain Thoughts' ; O Jerufalem, ivajb thine I 
from Wickednefsj h*w long /ball vain Thoughts 

<within thee ? The Lord fees the Thoughts of M 
be but Vanity ; our Thoughts are like Birds { 
from Mountain to Mountain, and (kipping from ] 
to Place ; and like Bairns running after Buttei 
their Pains are loft ; and fo are oar Thoughts 
while they are not terxniAte upm Qn\fc. 

' 1 
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7. This Queftion is put, What think ye of ChrM? 
becaufe there are fo many miftaken Thoughts of 
Chrift in the World ; He is defpifed andrejeeJedofMen : 
The World is filled with Prejudice agaiuft him fay- 
ing* Can **y t g 00 * Thing come out of Nazaretfe ? 
Therefore we ought to come and lee, and con&ler 
what he is, and whofe Son he is, that we may not fun 
into the fame common Miftake with the reft of the 
World, and that we may not take him for a Root cut 
cfa dry Ground, Ifa. liii. 2. having no Form or come- 
linefs. 

8. This Queftion is put to us, Whut think ye of 
Chrift ? becaufe we have nuftaken Thoughts of other 
Things, while we have not right Thoughts of Chrift. 

. The Pharifees had miftaken Thoughts of God and his 
Law. becaufe they had not right Thoughts of Chrift ; 
therefore Chrift propofesthis Queftion. And indeed, 
Sirs, we miftake God, we miftake the Law, we mif- 
take the Goipel, we miftake our felves, we miftake 
our Duty, we miftake every Thing, as long as we 
inifken Chrift. A Man may miftake fo far, as to think: 
that he is about his Duty to God, and yet may be 
fighting againft God, while Chrift is not known or 
thought upon, A&s xxvi. 9. / verily thought that I 
aught to do many Things contrary to the Name ofjefvs 
^Nazareth, fays Paul; and accordingly he was per- 
secuting Chrift in. his Members ; yet he thought he 
was doing God Service, till once Chrift difcovered 
himfelf, and cried to him, faying, Saul Saul, ivhy 
perfecuteft thou me? Then he began to think of Chrift, 
ikying, Who art thou, Lord? Why, / am Jefystwho/n 
thou per fecuUft, Whenever he began to think duly 
of Chrift, then he law he had been in a Miftake. People 
may think verily they ought to do this and that againft 
fome of God's Children ; but, if they had other 
Thoughts of Chrift, they would have other Thoughts of 
their Duty, and would fee that verily they ought not to 

■ do fo. Again, Paul thought his owu &\^taKtfQ&E*S& 
Gain, before he knew Chrift ; but x5afcit\i& \k&\x<&vx. **. 
Hi" Vrfu 



Lofs : What Things were Gain to me, the/ 
tofs for Chrift. 

9. This Queftion Is put, What think ye 

becaufe thus you may come to under ftanc 

his Thoughts of you. It is true, His Thoug 

aur Thoughts, nor his Ways our Ways ; for a 

<ve*s are higher than the Earth, fo are hi 

higher than our Thoughts : And hence he 

Thoughts of Mercy towards a poor Soul, t 

there is nothing but Wrath in his Heart agai 

this I fay, That as to your knowing and und 

of his Thoughts towards youj as, on the- or 

Man in a natural State cannot have high, be] 

becoming Thoughts of Chrift, and fo cannc 

that Chrift hath any favourable Though 

while he remains thus, in Unbelief and D 

Chrift ; nay, he may know and underftand 

main in that State thoughtlefs of Chrift, and 

ing him, that Chrift will come in fiaminj 

take Vengeance on him, 2 The/l i. 7, 8. 

other Hand, the Man that hath got fuch J 

of Chrift, as to create high, fpiritual ar 

Thoughts of Chrift, he may from thence 1 

that Chrift thinks well of him, and that hij 

tpmrds him are Thoughts of Peace and n 

to give him an expected End. It is tru 

Thoughts of the Believer are not up and d 

and low, as the Believer's Thoughts of him 

Chrift's Thoughts are unchangeably the fa 

when the Believer's Thoughts of Chrift 

. then he is in beft Cafe to know and underfta 

loving Thoughts towards him. Why, even 

tain may be known by the Streams, fo it is 

Knowledge, Faith, Love and Efteem of 

but Streams that flow from Chrift's kind 

wards OS : We hue him, becaufe he fird 

we think of him, becaufe he fir ft thinks < 

therefore, by what we think of Chrift we 

what he thinks of us : If you think hox 

.him, you may thence know he thinks fai 



; if you think much, of him, you may know he 
55 much of you. O, may a Believer fay, I have 
Ton to think much Good of him, for he \s fa iter 

the Sons of Men, the fpotlefs Lamb of God; but 
ith Reafon to think much 111 of me, for I am all 
k and deformed like Hell and the Devil. But Til 
rou, Believer, that all his Thoughts of you make 
to be in him, whathe thinks you to be in him, how- 
deformed you are in your felves, and fee your 
js to be ; yet, I lay, as his Thoughts make Things 
e (for he but thought there fhould be a World, 
there was a World ; whenever it was his Mind 

it mould be, then it was, and whatever he thought 
i be, that ic was, according to his Thought) and as 
Thoughts of you make you to be in him, what you 
in him :-So, if you think him fair and altogether 
ly ; he is not behind with you, for he thinks you 

too ; hence, to the Spoufe, that was admiring his 
uty, he fays, Song iv. 7. Thou art all fair, my 
e, there is no fpot in thee : And he does, not fay 

Thing, but whathe thinks, his Words exprefs his 
oughts ; for he cannot lie, who is the Strength of 
\el. Now, Believer, if you cannot think or believe 
: you're altogether fair in him, becaufe you fee your 
altogether foul in yourfelf ; know, that if you faw 
it felf to be all fair in your felf; there would be no 
2d of, or Room for believing that you're all fair in 
1 . Hence he hath left Deformities about yon, that 
re may be Room for Faith ; therefore let the Feeling 
'our Deformity make you humble, t>ut let it not 
der your Faith, which mull not (land upon Feeling, 

muft ad contrary to it upon Chriit's Word : For, 
ou ground your Faith upon what you feel in your 
', you'll never believe what Chrift fays anent your 
ng all fair, and your being made the Right 'eoufne/s 
jodon him, z Cor. v. lajl. If your Faith them 

aft fo as to raife your Thoughts of Chrift as alto- 
her lovely, fair and fpotlefs, you have Ground to 
iclude by that fame Aft of Faith, that he hath high 
oughts of you, as being all fair a»d fpotlefs in him, 
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whatever Deformity you feel in your felf. 
infinitely more to you, Believer, than you b 
to be : But, whatever you believe him to be 
be fure he is that to you, you have all that 
him ; for Faith's Seeing and Having is all 
as Believing is explained by Receiving, and 
by Believing, John i. 12. What you belie v 
receive, and what you receive you have, am 
have in him you are in him ; having Be* 
Riches and Righteoufnefs in him ; you are 
rich and righteous in "him ; and confequent 
you believingly think he is all fair and glo 
may know he thinks you all fair andglorio 
and he thinks no more of you than what ; 
are in him. The Queftion then is put, be 
may know, by what you think of Chrift, v 
thinks of you. 

10. This Queftion is put, What think ye 
becaufe we can never think too much of hi 
the God-Man, David* s Son, and David's I 
God as well as Man : O what a glorious 
our Contemplation is here ! .You may thinl 
of your (elves and your own Righteoufnefs 
cannot think too much of Chrift and his 
nefs : Yea, when you think any Thing of y 
your Righteoufnefs, you think too much < 
when you think as much as you can of Ch 
Righteoufnefs, you think too little of 1 
may think too much of Creatures, but you a 
too much of Chrift. Yea, you may thinl 
of Angels, as the Apoftle John did, when hi 
to worfhip towards the Feet of the Angel, R t 
To think of the Nature of Angels, with tl 
Reverence and Adoration which we are to 
we think of Chrift, would be Idolatry ; ai 
of Chrift, with the fjme Frame of Heart ; 
Angels, would be Profanenefs : Thus we ma 
highly and reverently o{ At\^ \ but we a 
of Chritl too highly, too xevetwivVj -,tkk < 
too much of him, who is the 1^ ** 
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»m we are to honour even as we honour the Fa- 
. Thefe are the Reafons of the Queftion. 

FOURTH HEAD. 
Tie 4th general Head propofed, was, To make 
>lication of the whole. And it may be applied for 
e following Ufes. 1. For Information. 2. For 
virion. 3. For Trial. 4. For Exhortation and 
eftion. 

ft; It may be applied for Information, in thefe and 
like Leflons following. 1 . Hence we may learn, 
ing the great Queftion in the Chrijlian Catechifm 
Vbat think ye of Chrift ? Then the Sum of Chriftian 
owledge lies in this one Word, namely, CHRIST. 
s not in God abfolutely confidered, by what he is 
limfelf ; but in God relatively confidered, by what 
is to us, namely, in Chrift : Therefore I obferve, 

Queftion is not, What think ye of God? but, 
iat think ye of Chri/i ? For, as God out of Chrift 
ids in no Relation to us Sinners but that of an Ene- 
, and a confuming Fire ; fo the Nature; Effence, 
I Immenlity of God, and what he is in himfelf, is 

the great Chriftian Queftion ; but rather, what he 
us, and fo what he is in Chrift. All the Caving 
inifeftations of God to his People in Scripture were 
I, not of God, abfolutely and effentially, in what 
was in Himfelf,. and in his Nature ; but relatively, 
what he was to them ; and fo it was ay in Chriit. 
us, when he came to Abraham 9 he faid, lam thy 
eldy and thy exceeding great Reward: I am thy 
4 % and the God of thy feed > <which feed *was Chrift 9 
1. Hi. 16. in whom that Covenant and Promife waa 
bliihed to Abraham and his Offspring : And when 
d manifefted himfelf to the Patriarchs that came of 
"aham, ifaac and Jacobs his ordinary Way was to 
ke himfelf known upon that Ground of the new 
tenant eftablifhed in Chrift, Abraham** Seed; 
ice, when he came to them, he ufed to fay to them, 
m the God of Abraham, the God of I&ac, and tfee 



God of Jacob; that is, hemanifefted himfelf 
not absolutely* by what he was In his Nat* 
relatively, by what he was to them in Chrift 
m.ifed Seed. If we begin to dive into that ( 
What think ye of Gad* we may foon lofe oi 
and come to the Philofopher's Demand of a 
anfwer that Queflion, and then a Week, am 
Month, and then till it is impoffible to ar 
Nay, we ought not to be curious in fearching 
Nature of God, let we get a Dafh ; for hun 
lofophy cannot reach it, yea, I doubt if i 
Wifdom can. It is 'the only pleafanr, faving 
-' fitable Enquiry, to ftudy this Queflion, Wh 
ye of Chrift ? Here we may find what God 
To enquire what God is in himfelf, abfolutelj 
fentially, is. no faving or profitable Enquiry. 
Profit is it for a Man, who lives under the Nor 
and fees not the Sun for one Half of the Ye 
he mould count the Courfe of the Suti all th 
that he fee6 it not ? Or, what Profit were it fc 
to go and count what Rent the King of Mq, 
Emperor of China draws every Year, and 
none of it ? As foolifh is it for us to begin ai 
what God is abfolutely in himfelf, and not wl 
relatively to u«5 therefore the Queflion is not 
-think ye of God ? but, What think ye of Chtifl 
this, by the By, mews the Difference that the 
tween learnedFoolsand wife Ghriftians; why,tl 
cd Fool feeks to know and comprehend what 
what is thh Myftery of the Trinity, and the I: 
there he mires himfelf 5 he feeks to know what 
himfelf, and not what he is to him: But the po< 
ftian is herein wifer than that learned Clerk, fc 
Wit ; for the Chriftian fludies Chrift, and fc 
what God is to him, better than all the learn 
hies with their curious Speculations : Tho* yetj 
Soul may otherwife be very ignorant and il 
yet he is wife unto Salvation, becaufe he know* 
yad ChriA is made of God to him WiGlorn, 
mipels, Safl{ti£cationandRedeitt^uOTi*» axA 
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1, he is upon the fureft and fafeft Way to 
for he fees God in Chrift, and God reta- 
in Chrift, for Chrift is our Relation as 
[ediator. And indeed, Sirs, to believe in 
believe God's Relation to us, and God 
* us : For, when we look to Chrift, we 
im ; and when we fee God in him, we fee 
:onciled in him to us, and well pleafed in 
2 Cor. v. 1 9. God is in Chrifl reconciling 
him/elf. Mat. iii. laft. This is is my belvv- 
jhopt I am well pleafed. I own indeed, 
be a Believer, and yet apprehend God to 
y ; but then he is not believing, he is not 
Chrift by Faith : It is an unbelieving 
liath then of God ; for a believingThought 
mid give him another Thought of God, 
iend and Father in him. This then, I 
ufeful Inference, That the Sum of Chri • 
dge is Chrift. 

ice fee what is the beft Matter for Medi- 
ae beft Rule for Self-examination. Here 
oble Subject of Meditation, namely, to 
rift ; and here is the moft excellent Rule 
tion, namely, to ask our Souls that Que- 
tbink <we of Chriii ? Meditation and Self- 
are Duties much neglected among us ; 
itual Exercifes, dire&ly crofs and oppo- 
ain, wandring, idle and unfixed Hearts* 
rather go betwixt the Stilts of a Plough, 
ig to Evening, than travel betwixt thefp 
for one Half-hour, tho' yet they are like 
that Plough by which the Fallow-ground 
:t mult be plowed up; but when the 
egin to come in betwixt thefe two Stilts 
n and Self-examination, behold on a fud- 
k it in broad Scots ) they quit the Plough, 
xy with the Harrows. No doubt you will 
am fad Experience, that yourThoughts are 
?r like wild vitious Hoifea, mTflxvfc^reaSk 
e through theFicfrds, w^vxtaqj^^ 



Jtoaa, or ouiervjng a-iiy ivuicj uiu jicro is u\ 

Matter and Rule, bQth for regulating our The 

in Meditation and Self-examination. As for M 

tidn, the belt Way is to think of Chrift: Why 

may think upon a Promife, but out of Ghrift 

find no Comfort in it, for all the Promifes are 21 

Amen ih him ; and fo you will not find it youi 

but by looking to Chrift. Yea, you may think 

God, but out of Chrift ydu'IJ find no Comfort ii 

Tfal. lxxvii. 3. / remembred God, and nvas tro 

But the Antidote againft that Trouble is bel 

Thoughts of Chrift ; therefore fays Chrift to h 

ciples, John xiv. I . Let not your Hearts be tro 

ye believe in God, believe alfo in me. If you thi 

oft the Law, you'll find there you're drown'd ir 

both to the Command and Curfe, till once ye 1< 

Chrift the End of the Law for Righteoufifefc. 

think upon your Duties that God calls you to, 

find them 'a heavy Task, till once you look to ' 

and then you'll find his Yoke is eafy,' and his 

mands are not grievous. Again, as to Self-examii 

the bell Rule here is to fay to your Souls, What i 

of Chrift ? They are but proud felf-conceited I 

that do not think highly of Chrift, and God ap 

them not, 2 Cor. x. laft. He that glories, fays 

poftle, let him glory in the Lord : For not h 

commends him/elf is approved, but whom th 

commends ; intimating, that they that glory onl) 

Lord, they difcorinnend themfelyes, and are co 

ded and approved of God, but they that do no 

in the Lord, nor think highly of him, they coi 

thcmfelves; but are difcommended and difappr* 

God '; yea, they deceive themfelves, Gal. vi. 3. 

Man think himfelf to be Jomething, <when k 

thing, he deceives himfelf. Self-conceit is Self : 

and as they are Self-deceivers who are Self-e 

fo they are all Self-exalters who are Chrift-de 

they think not much of Chrift, who think n 

th&mklves : Aftd fo, to enquire what you t 
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hrift, 13 the bell Way to Una yourftlf out, what 
»u are in State or Frame. You may by this Rule 
tow how to judge of your pwn Thoughts : You may 
ink of a thoufand good Things, you may think of 
nnons, you may think of Death, Judgment and He 
rnity ; but tho' you may think ferioufly on thefe 
tbje&s, yet the Rule whereby to judge of the Re&i- 
de of your Thoughts about them is here, Do they 
id you to high Thoughts of Chrift, in whom alone 

1 can think of Death without Horror, Judgment 
ithout Terror, and Eternity without Fear or Dread ? 
^dly, Hence we may fee, that Chrift himfelf is the 
it judge of Mens State ; for he can look in to the 
eart and Thoughts of Men, and (ay, IVhattbinbye 
Chrift ? All Judgment is committed to the Son of 
od, &h3 he will caft many whom the World approves, 
:caufe, whatever Men think of them, vet he knows 
at they think little of him and his Father. Alfq, he 
ill approve of fome whom the World cafts ; becaufe, 
>wever the World thinks little of them, yet he knows 
a{ they think much of him and his Father ; for they 
low hira, and whofe Son he is. Chrift'* Qucftipn 
ews that he knows our Thoughts ; for, to whom 
all we give an Accbunt of our Anfwer to this Que- 
ion ? None in all the World knows what we t^ink 
at God himfellj and Chrilt is God. Chrift dUcovere 
le Ignorance of the P bar i fees here alfb,. and (hews that 

2 knew their Thoughts were amifs : If be be David's 
w, fays he, bvw does David in Spirit call him Lqrd* 
[ere they were confounded, and might have been con" 
died that their Thoughts were Naught. Indoed, 
is was one of thefe Things that old Simeon ijeclar&l 
>ncernjng Chrift, that He flxuldbe afign thatftnulf 
' fpoken againft., that the Thoughts of many Hearts 
ight he reveald, Luke ii. 35. Thus, when Chrift 
tet with the Woman of Samaria y he revealed many 
'noughts of her Heart to her, and gave her a View of 
1 her Jewd Tricks. Come and fa a Man^ ^^^ SsR -» 
a/ told me all Things that- trutr I did \ ii not tVu i\ 
rift} As Satan prefcmed to ou\ Y/y^ Y&vxfc^^ 
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*f the carnal By-ihnders, let be thefe win 
enlightncd with the Spirit of jDifceming, to 
Voice of Chrift from a Stranger. However, 
of Miniftcrs what ye will, the great Queftic 
think ye of Chrift? Wo to us, if our only 
to wirg People to fay, What think ye of 
nilit-y a. id -v;bat think ye of fuch a Serm% 
make Chrift a Convert for railing our owr 
he can inltantly command an Angel to fmi 
did Herod t and order us to be eaten up of \ 
not giving God the Glory. O what fhoul 
of us ? TW we magnify bur Office as Ami 
Chrift, yet in our felves fome of us are as ft 
fm/ul Pieces of Duft as any of you ; we are 
chief of Sinners, as well as you ; we need 
and Spirit of Chrift to juftifv and fandlify ' 
as you ; let us> decreafe, but let Chrift incre 
of us be made Inftruments of Good to you 
it engage you to think the more of Chrift, 
work fuch a Work by fuch fecklefs and unl 
irients : He puts the Treafure in earthen V 
the Excellency of the Power may be of Got 
of us. Whatever Honour God calls you t 
them for their Work's Sake, yet if your Eft 
upon the Minifter or his Work, faying, O , 
of yonder Minifter ', and I think much of 
man, you need to begin to think better ; fo 
Queftion is, V/httt think ye of Chrift? I 
the beft Sermon that works the higheft T 
Chrift. 

The zd Ufe is for Conviction and Repr 

thefe that are filled with unworthy and u 

Thoughts of Chrift, with Ignorant and 

Thoughts of him. Some have no Though 

at all ; fome that think of him, yet thii 

of him ; fome think little of him j {\ 

ihar-Jly and harfhly of him ; fome think n 

hafely of him : To Ipeak .of *\\ xta VwJ5 

Thoughts of Chrift that ttaW&A&u 

would be iropoflible. O "how Yra&5y * 



Chrift, and his iupreme Godhead^ If J had 
d it necefiary to confine my felf to the firft 
jf Chrift's Queftion here, What think ye of 
The other Branch, namely, Whofe Son is he F 
ive led me particularly to have treated the 
j of Chrift's Sonfhip, and eternal Godhead, 
-quality with the Father, in Op po fit ion to 
in able Herefy, which fome tell us is creeping 
tland y as well as it is raging in England and 

I (hall only fay, that the Queftion concerns 
} well a? the Pharifees of old, What think ye of 
and whofe Son is he ? O, can they fay no 
an, with the Pharifees, that he is the Son of 
» Then, how does David in Spirit call him 

And if he be David's Lord and God, how 
be fo, and yet not co-equal with the Father ? 
have not Two Lords, or Two God's ; the Lord 
d is One Lord, we have but One fupreme 
d Lord ; therefore Chrift, being Lord, muft 
with the Father eflentially : Chrift is the true 
nd eternal Life. But I cannot now enlarge on 
>je&. O may Avian Doctors begin to read over 
iftian Catcchifm again, and learn to anfwer this 
>n, What think ye of Chrift; Again, as Arians 
othing of his Godhead, but as if it were an in- 
3eity ; fo fome that pretend a greater Refpett to 
et think but bafely of him : Papifls think no- 
if the Imputation of his Righteoufnefs ; Socini- 
nk nothing of the Sacrifice of his Death ; Ar- 
s think nothing of the Power of his Grace ; 
-j think nothing of his Word ; Atheifts think 
g of his Spirit ; Dei/is think nothing of his Reve- 
. if we look out to the World, the Pagans have 
ought of him at all : The Mahometans think 
>thing but a great Phrophet at beft, and inferior 
hornet : The Jews think him nothing but an 
tor, and' that he is not the Chrift, but only the' 
(iter's Son ; or, it may be, a Blafphemer, that 
Devil . And again , if we look itv xo xW CWxOcw 
hepureft Churches in thh WoT&,amox%^$^ 
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would fain Hbpe the poor # Church of 
1 not yei ioft rht: Vogue ; Yet, O how n 
confufed Notions, yea, unwarrantable 
Thoughts of Chrift may be there difc 
among thcfe Churches that are fuppofe< 
Chriftiain Prcteftant and reformed Chur 
endlcfs, to fpeak of doclrinal and praclk 
fwarm in the Churches, whereby Conte 
upon Chriil and his Doclrine, his Trui 
pel, and his Yoke, his loving Yoke of ' 
ence. Wh.it low Thoughts of Chrift \ 
Strain of Doclrir.e, that tends to confour 
new-Covenant, Law and Gofpci, Fait 
without ridding Marches duly betwixt C 
his Rivals and Competitors, that feek i 
him in the Glory Ci Sa]vation-work 
Thoughts of Chrift appear in that Soi 
that confifts either in a Life of legal P 
or a Life of open Wickednefs I What 1 
of Chrift, as our Righteoufnefs, .appeal 
Thing that tends to lead Sinners back t( 
a Covenant of Works ! And what low 
Chrift, as our Sanclification, appear from 
that tends to lead Sinaers offfrom the La 
of Holinefs ! How is Chrift, aud his Me 
teoufnefs difefteemed, to the Encouragemi 
Self-righteoufhefs ! And how is Chrift, 
and Grace difefteemed, to the Eocouraj 
and Licentioufncfs ! It is not my Bufm 
the Nakednefs of any : They are fingulai 
are helped to guard againft all Right a: 
Extremes, fo as to think no lefs of Chr 
than Chrift as a Saviour ; and to efteem a 
without fetting upone Part ofChriftag 
but my Work eipecially is, toftrike at tl 
that Difefteem of Chrift, that takes Place : 
especially in the Vifible Church. Wher 
the World thinks fo little of Chrift, and 
of him? Why, ift. Ignorance \s 2l C^a! 
nu//a Cupidu ; As it is im^off&Vc to \h 
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ie Chrift, who have the fkving Knowledge of him ; 
< k is notpoffible (hat any can prize him. whom they 
>not know. Many are like Feffm, A&sxxv. 19. 
ho told Agrippa, That PauTs Enemies had Quefti- 
u againft him, concerningOne JESUS ; Chriil is to 
tm a certain Man, One jefus, but for their Part 
ey know little of him, and are indifferent about him : 
s a blind Man, what he does not fee, he cares not 
r, tho' he be told of it as never fo fair and beautiful s 
natural Men are blind, 2 Cor. iv. 4. they can fee no 
ttuty or Comelinefs in Chrifl, for which they fhpuld 
fire him. Therefore, tho 9 they may hear of his 
lory and Comelinefs, and be a little movtl therewith, 
t they care not fo much for him, as to give him the 
gheft Room in their Thoughts and Efteem. zdfy, 
ibtlief'xs another Caufe why People think little of 
irifl ; if they could believe, they would fee the 
lory of God in him, and fee him a glorious and love- 
ObjecV. But, through Unbelief, Chrifl is, lothfont 
lead of lovely ; hence his Do&rine is lothfom, his 
ghteoufnefs, his Holinefs, his Crofs : Unbelief makes 
ople think Chrifl is a Cheat, and God is a Liar, 
d that he fays what he hath no Mind to do ; it 
ikes them think that he is not able to fave, or that 
is not willing to fave. O how bafely does Unbelief 
:nk of Ghrift ! Unbelief alfo will make a Man think 
xl like unto himfelf, and an Approver of his Sin, 
»/. 1. at the Cbfe, Thou tboughtek that J was atto- 
htrfuch an One asthyfelfi and fo it makes them 
nk of Chrifl but very bafely. $dlj, Pride and Self- 
bteoufnefs is another Caufe why People think little 
Chrifl, Rom. x. 3. While People think much of 
?mfelves, and their Doing, they cannot think much 
Chrifl, and his Righteoufnefs. This is that legal 
nciplethat makes Men to do with the Garment of 
rifTs Righteoufuefs, as the Ammonites did with 
■ Garments of David* $ MefTengers, they dipt them 
fhorr, that they were not &b\etoVkY&tta&^HB&' > . 
if it was a Terror and Smiting to Da«ui<T*\te»^ 
it off but a iicde of the Lafc 0$ $*mX %Q&x»*s*» 
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ttaght it not to be a Terror to us, to cut off a 

of ChrifTs Garment, or to clip it fo fhort, as totl 

that it cannot cover us completely, without i 

Rags of our own rotten Righteoufnefs fewed to 

Again, it is this legal Principle that makes B 

vers thcmfelvcs think it cannot be that they are 

ccpted as righteous, perfectly righteous in the S 

.of God, through the Righteoufnefs or Chrift in 

ted ; why, becaufc they want a Feeling of that R 

teoufnefsin thcinfelves, which the legal Heart is 

(Hy to make the Foundation of Pardon and A© 

tance : But, as Luther faid, We muft not feel, 

believe, that we arc thus righteous ; yea, it-xs 

hidden Principle of Self-righteoufnefs, that will in 

a Minillcr preach Chrift alone for Righteoufnefs 

if he were as much for exalting Chrift, as any 

ever preached ; and yet, before ever you know ■ 

where you are, you'll find him bringing income 

gal Duty or Qualification, in order to your being 

ftjfied, that will fpoil all ; juft like an untoward M 

cow, that will let down a good deal of Milk very v 

but then, with an unhappy Kick of her Foot, 

will tumble it all down to the Ground, when (her 

done ; Even fo the fincere Milk of the Word of I 

and Juilification through ChrinVs Righteoufnefs al< 

may be let down abundantly, that you would tl 

the Man as evangelical as Paul himfelf, or any 

dy that ever preached the Gofpel : But, behold, 

fudden, the legal Foot gives it a Kick, and fpilfc 

when he hath done, or elfe the Law fets her I 

among the Mi,dft of the Milk ; I mean, mixes fc 

dirty Righteoufnefs, and Qualification of our o 

with the fair and clean Milk ofChrift's Righteoufr 

fo as the poor exercifed Soul fcunners to talce a Di 

of it. Why # I thought yonder Milk was for me, 

yonder Righteoufnefs of Chrift was for me ; but tl 

came in a Qualification, that, before ever I could 

jullified, I behoved to do fo ttfcd fo, «A \»\*fo ■ 

fo humbled, and penitent y axvd foifc \ wa, V 

fuch p. codification *nd&w£w*V^V&. * 



K>or boul, whatever corne in tins Way, tending, 
ke you look into your felf, and (land off from 
, you may know it is but a Switch of the 
>f Works ; flight it, andfctitoff, if it hinder- 
on! thinking of Chrift as your ALL, and from 
y and drinking his Wine ai\d Milk without 
V and without Price. \thly, Carnal Reafn is 
:r Caufe, why People think little of Chrift ,• for 
tural Man receives not the Things of the Spi- 
God, they areFoolifhnefs to him. 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
is natural Reafon, which is fo much cried up 

Day, when Man goes about to meafure God's 
s, and fpiritual Mylleries, with this fhort Line 
lane Reafon ; and finding, that Reafon agrees 
hefe Mylleries, no more than the Sound of 
rlorns, in the View of carnal Senfe, was lik$ to 
lown the Walls of Jericho; Behold, no Fault 
e found with Lady Reafon, but Chrift's Gofpel, 
e Myftcries thereof, mult bear the Blame, 
f, That tkey are foolifh and abfurd ; and there- 
at to be received or efteemed by fuch wife Heads 
r are, who little remember the Apoftlc's Admo- 

I Cor. iii. 1 8. If any Man will be tvift, let him 
a Fool, that he may be wife. Hence Luther 
: as an infallible Mark that the Gofpel was 
ily preached, and was not the Gofpel indeed, 
i> If it was fo brewed, fitted, and adapted unto 
i, that all approved of it, and yielded to- it 
bly ; for how then fhould Chrift be a Sign that 
be fpoken againft, Luke ii. 34. and a Stone of 
ing, and Rock of Offence ? This leads me to 
Caufe why People think fo little of Chrift, 
r, The Calumny caft upon the Gofpel of Chrift, 
eDifpenfers of it. Is it poffiblefor the Wifdom 
World to hold her Peace from fpeaking againft 
hich fhe judges to be Foolilhnefs ? How then 
thrift be not only for the Rifing, bat the Fal- 
many in Jfraeh Mark, lays Luther, where 
11 is, even in Ifrael, in thtt Pco^te tV»x. fc«R&»k 
hrUVsonly People, and u^oxv GVcVK* ^V* 
K 2 ^ 
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It is even in Ifi-aelthst many fall, and in Ifi 
Chrift is fpoken againft. Thus, when he ca 
a Miqifter of the old and ancient Truths of • 
confirm the Promifes made unto the Fathe 
xv. i. when he began to preach the fame, ti 
eft Part of the Multitude cried out, What n 
trine is this f Mark i. 27. Whence we may 
when a Church hath gone off from any ancien 
or old Way of expreffing it, no fooner are t 
Truths revived, or fet in their ancient Fran: 
prefently it is called a new Scheme of Doctrine 
ever, by this Means, Satan gets much of h 
for it tends to make People think little oj 
and his Gofpel. 6tbly> Divlfim is another Cai 
People think fo little of Chrift. There is 
fold Divifim that Imean ; there is not only an 
Church-divifion, but an inward Heart-divific 
Doubt the former hath a great Hand in makii 
to flight Chrift ; for, when a Church is divic 
Generality of People are apt to be Humbled : 
fay they, we know not whom to believe, ai 
Side to turn to ; every Party (ays they are foi 
and therefore the indifferent Sort of People tl 
will even let Chrift and them both alone. B 
especially inward Htart-divifim that I mean : 
the Heart is divided betwixt Chrift and the 
betwixt Chrift and Idols or Lufts : The W01 
Lufts thereof, will be fure to carry away the 
that it cannot think highly of Chrift, while i 
fo much of other Things. A Man may as foe 
one Eye, obferve the Stars, and with the other, : 
the Earth at the fame Time, as he can think h 
Chrift, and of his Idols too : Therefore, whei 
like the pretended Mother, fays, Let it be 
thine nor mine, but divide it; God, who is t! 
of the Heart, fays, Let the Devil rather ha 
for God will either have all, or none. Now 
Men have any approved Idol in the Heart, < 

defpifed, his Rival gets aft; t\ied\v\tefcL\\w? 

a Heart fcparate t and joined t<*lo,o\*\ /mAi 
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aufes Difefteem of Chrift, fa as the Man cannot 

ofChrift, hemuft, of Necefljty , think of fome 

Thing, Luke xiv. 18. See how they that were 

jd to the great Supper, the Gofpel-banquet, pat 

with Excufes, / have bought a Piece of Ground, 

mufi needs go and fee it 9 fays one: Mark the 

e, I muft need go ; he pleads Neceffity, and Ne- 

' hath no Law. When the Heart is not wholly for 

t, of Neceffity it will be for the World, and the 

thereof: And he that is not for Chrift, Satan 

ind him ay enough of Bufinefs to take up his 

ghts, and which the Man will reckon fb neceifeiy, 

ie will have no Leifure to think of Chrift. Now, 

this Queftion is propofed, What think of 

? or when Chrift is offered, there are two 

of i'erfons that (hew very little Eikem of him; 

that mew they do nothing but defpife him in 

Heart : The Apoftle compares them to Dogs 

wine, 2 Pet. ii, 22. I. There are fome like 

, namely, The profane worldly People ; for as 

think more of the Mire, than any Thing elfc, fo, 

go to drive. him away from the Mire, he only 

a Grunt, and away he goes to the Mire again, 

j rooting his Snout in the Earth : So profane 

orldly People love to wallow in the Mire of 

and to be rooting and rotting in the Earth; 

any go about to drive them from Sin, and to 

heir Nofes out of the Earth, they go away 

ng and grumbling in their Heart, tnat they 

: be allowed their necefibry Pleafure and Pro* 

rid they return to the Wallowing in the Mire, 

noting in the Earth, as e xgerly as ever. All 

lfwer they give to the Queition, What think 

\brifi ? is a Grunt ; they are difturbed a little 

it, and moved a little to mutter fome Words, 

ing, as they arc affected ; but away they go 

ig, with their Mouth towards the Dull ; it id 

irift they are thinking of. ^.Thtrcvore. otam 

ygf, namely, Legalifts^ and Self ju1Uciarus*^ox 

rfe Enemies to the Gofpal 0$ CW&, xYwaxi s** 5 - 
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Worldling, or openly Profane; for as a D< 
more of a {linking Carcafe than any Thing 
if you £0 about to drive the Dog from his ^ 
ftinking Carrion, he will be ready either tc 
bite, or flee in your Face : Even fo'Legalifls 
juiticiares think more of the (linking Carcafe 
own Righteoufneis, and legal Duties, than ar 
elfe : And when any goes about to draw th< 
from the high Efleem of the filthy Rags of t 
Righteoufneis, fhewing die Lothfomnefs a 
nets thereof, the abfolute Neceflity of being 
denied thereto, and adorned with nothing bui 
perfecl Righteoulnefs for J unification before < 
we lhow them how God juflifies the Ungo< 
how the Righteoufnefs of God, without th< 
of the Law, is m an i felled in the Gofpel ; wJ 
they go away from the Ordinances, barking 
ing, and flandering, calumniating the Gofpel 
they do not underftand or efteem, as if it 
Doctrine of Licentioufnefs, and an Encour 
of Sin ; and they return to their Vomit, their 
Carrion, neglecling the heavenly Carcafe, t 
the believing Eagles gather together, that tl 
live by Faith upon the Son of God. Now, b< 
Sorts of Pcxfons, however differently afFecl 
agree in their flighting of Chrift, upon 
Grounds. What do they think of Chrift ? 
nt all : The Lord convince and awaken fuc 

The Ibbd Ufe may be for Examination ar 
Let this great Queilion of the Chriflian Cate< 
a Touchflone, to try what Mettal you are of 
underiland what is your State now, and wha 
your Lot for ever : It is^ and will be, accordin 
anfwer this Queilion, What think ye of Chrift 
helping you into this Enquiry, I would dire£ 
try it. i . By the Quality of your Thoughts 
the Object thereof. 

Fir/1 9 Try your felves upon this Queftion, 
Quality of your Thoughts ; for it is not 
. Qhought, like a flying Vapour, that is here i 
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ut a qualified Thought, that you are to try your 
:Ivesby; for Example, (i.) Right and becoming 
Thoughts of Chriit are preferring and fuperlative 
Noughts, Chriit is beyond Comparifon to the Man :" 
"he Language of fuch a Thought of Chrjft is this, Q 
'hat can he be compared unto! If you compare him, 
) a Rofe, he is the Rofe of Sharon : If you compare 
im to a Lillie, he is the Li Hie of the Valley ; If you 
Dm pa re him to a Sun, he is the Sun of Righttoufnefs: 
F you compare him to a Star, he is the bright and 
1 orning-Star : If you compare him to a Chiei and ho- 
ourable Worthy, he is the Chief among Ten thou- 
inds : If you compare him to, a Head, he is the Head 
f Principalites and Powers : If you compare him to 
Flower, he is the Flower of the Stqm of JeJJe : If 
ou compare him to a Branch, he is the Branch of 
Lighteoufnefs : If you compare him to an Advocate* 
e is an Advocate with the Father : If you compare* 
im to a Counfellor, he is the wounderful Counfellor : 
f you compare him to a King, he is the King of 
Lings, and Lord of Lords; If you compare him to 
Prince, he is the Prince of Peace, the Prince of the 
lings of the Earth : If you compare him with Men*, 
e is fairer than the Sons of Men ; If pb\i compare 
im with Angels, he is the I^ord of Angels ; let all the 
kngels of God worffiip him. The Man does in his 
"noughts prefer Chriit to all Things in Heaven and 
larth, Whom have 1 in Heaven but Thee? and there is 
one upon the Earth that I deftre befides Thee ; in all 
Things he gives him the Pre-eminence, Col. i. 1 8. « 
Then again, (z.) Right and becoming Thoughts of 
thrift are admiring and adoring Thoughts, exalting 
nd extolling Thoughts ; if you have due Thoughts 
f him in your Heart, you'll find in your Heart to 
•lefs him, faying, as Pfal. cxviii. 26. Bleffed is he 9 in 
lo(Ps great Name, that cometh us to fave : We y from 
he. Houfe *whicb to the Lord pertains \ you blejfed have* 
Ind, O magnify the Lord with me ; you would wifh 
hat all the World would fall a bleffing, and rjraiuja^ 
nd fffiQtiing fcini. They aj$ £\QmTk£*^^T&ivut» " 



Thoughts; the Man's Heart glories in f 

and glorifies the Lord, and would defire 

ry may be advanced above the Heavens: \ 

caufe, (3.) Right and becoming Thoughts 

are fpiritual and Sublimating Thoughts ; 

Thoughts can rife no higher than Nature^ 

14. but fpiritual Thoughts being managed 

Conduct aud Influence of the Spirit of G 

Spirit fearches all Things, even the dee*p 1 

God. Indeed the Spirit of God is the All 

thefe Thoughts ; for he comes, according to 

mife, and glorifies Chrift, by receiving the 1 

Ghrilt, and ihewing them unto the Soul, J oh 

They that are after the Flcjk y da mind the 

the Fljb ; but they that are after the Spirit , /> 

of the Spirit, Rom. viii. 5- Indeed, the T 

Chrift and the Things of the Spirit: are the f 

human natural Wifdom can reach to them ; 

turaliib may indeed dream of them, and 5 

them like a Man fpeaking in his Dream of t 

of the Sun, while yet St is dark Night wi 

and he was never awakned, &c. (4.) Righl 

coming Thoughts of Chrift are applying and a 

at.ing Thoughts, infomuch that the Man tak< 

into his Soul, as he takes Meat and Drink int< 

dy, John vi. 54. This is that believing T 

without which a Man receives no Benefit, ai 

than a Man that wants Meat can have Benefit b 

ing upon Meat without eating thereof. The M 

in Chrift to himfelf for his own Good. To 

Chrift, without applying him, is like a Man t 

of Meat and Drink, without taking it, which 

Good. Qnefl* But can there be no right Thii 

Chrift, without applying ? Indeed, Man, the 1 

is but a vain Thought, an unbelieving Thou; 

unprofitable Thought, if it be not either an 1 

Thought of Ghriit, or a Thought of Chrift 

to Application; like a fick Man receiving a 

&ut ot hisPhynciarVs Hand, he takes it from I 



>ia ic in mi nana ana no more, due in oracr co 
: it his own, by drinking it down for his Refrefh- 
,Healihg, and Strengthning. The Man's Taking 
Cordial in his Hand, is not properly the Taking 
:he Phyfician means, but his taking it in to him- 
or down -into his Stomach, is the proper taking 
; yet the former taking of it in his Hand is 
, in fo far as it is in order to the other % fo here, 
e Thinking of Chrift is of no "Avail, unlefs it be 
jplying Thought, or a Thought in order to Ap- 
tion : And tho' the Thoughts of Chrift in order 
pplication be not Application it felf properly, yet 
good, in fo far as it is a taking Chrift into 
Hand, 4 n order to take him into your Heart, and 
for your own Soul's Refrcihment, Life, Health, 
everlailing Salvation. (5.) Right Thoughts of 
it are finking and ferious Thoughts, . in Opjpofiti- 

fwimming, roving, and indifferent Thoughts* 
e have a wild Thought about Chrift, that if he be 
i for any Thing, they (hall have a Share of him, 
'ell as others : But what he is, and how they (hall 
ie by him, they never deeply pondered i for they 
; never touched with a Senfe of their Sin, Mifery 
undone State without him. A fwimming Thought 
thrift is like that of fome ignorant Creatures cry* 
out in a Surprife, Qhrifi have Mercy on us ; buC 
Thought that finks deep is like that of the Pu- 
an fmitting on his Breaft, and crying, Lord ha<vc 
cy on me a Sinner. But there are learned Fools irt 
World, as well as ignorant ones, that have nothing 
fwimming Thoughts, roving Speculations } and 

it may be, they can fpeak of Chrift to better 
pofe (you would think) than One that is exerci- 
to Godlinefs : But yet thefe two Sorts differ as far 
he Pleading of an Orator differs from the Pleading 

1 Malefactor ; the One vents his great Wit, but the 
er his Heart-concern. Again, (6.) Right Thoughts 
thrift are trading Thoughts ; the Man hath it for 

conftant Trade, to think highly of Chrift, and 

e him the chief Room in his Heart and Efteem* 

L la 



In this Kefpeft, his Heart is fixed, truftirf 

Lord. The Defer e of our Soul is to thy Name 

Church, I/a. xxvi. 8, 9. and to the Remei 

thee.. With my Soul have . 1 defer ed thee in 

mnd with my Spirit *within me twill I Jeek t 

There was a trading with Heaven late at > 

•arly m the Morning. Yea, David makes it 

and Evening, and Mid-time of the Day ; 

feven Times a Day ; and yet moll of all, 

fays, My Souls breaks for the Longing that 

thy righteous Judgments at all Times. It is 

Trading. True indeed, there are innumer 

miflions in the Believer's Chriftian Though 

fires ; But as we fay, It is fuch a Man's Tn 

and fell, while he follows that Employmen 

not every Moment he is thus occupied ; but 

be feveral Intermiflions in the Exercife of h 

ment, yet the Bent of his Mind goes that 

here, we may call this the Believer's conlh 

becaufe, whatever Intermiflions there are 

mental trading with Heaven, yet the Bent 

is towards Chrift: Yea, it is not only h 

brft his Pleafure ; and that makes him go 

Man thrive at his Trade, he takes Plej 

and if not, he is in Danger of giving itov 

fometimes upon Bufmefs to thefe whom we 

nor cajre for feeing again, and whom w< 

Pleafure to converfe with : They that n 

Chrilc'but merely upon Bufmefs, and nev 

Pteafure in converging with him, furely t 

great Strangers to him : Certainly, Belie* 

too much Strangenefs betwixt Chrift and 3 

Bufmefs you have ado with Chrift be i 

Pleafure, or if it be merely Bufmefs that t 

him, faying, I want a Pardon, I want a 

want this and that. But, is there never a Lc 

make to him, faying, Lord, I have got a 1 

I am come to blefs thee for it ; I have goi 

and I am come to praife thee for it ; Thy 

fweet. and 1 am come to get thee^ in my I 
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. may have more of thy Embraces ? O fwoet Trading ! 
My Meditation of him JbaU be fiveet. Indeed, thefe 
Thoughts of Chrift that are right, are glad, joyful, 
fatisfying Thoughts. (7.) Right Thoughts of Chrift 
are humbling Thoughts, and yet embolding Thoughts. 
O but thefe that think highly of Chrift, cannot but 
think meanly of themfelves, faying with Job, Now 
mine E)e fcetb thee; wherefore, I abhor my ft If and 
repent in Duft and JJhes. The Believer, thnt thinks 
duly of Chrift hath both the higheft rnd lowed 
Thoughts in the World, the highell Thon^hts of 
Chrift, and the loweft Thoughts of himfeif; and yet 
this Humility doth not hinder his Boldr.efs, for h« 
"liath Boldnefs to enter into the Holiejl by the Bind cf 
Jefus, Heb. x. 19. The more he thinks of Chrift, 
the more hnmbleThoughts he has of himfelf j and yet', 
the more he thinks of Chrift, the more bold he is to- 
wards God. It is a bold Humility, and a humble 
Boldnefs ; hence, when he is war/hipping God in tie 
Spirit, two other Things concur, Phil. Ill- 3. nr.mcly, 
a Rejoicing in Chrift J ejus, and a Having no Confidence 
in the Flcjh. O, fays the Soul, I have no Ground of 
Confidence in my felf, but I have all Ground of Confi- 
dence in Chrift ! Unworthy Wretch am I, as ever was 
outef Hell ; but behold, there is the worthy B!ood, the 
worthy Righteoufnefs of Chrift, the Lord our Righ- 
ttoufnefi ; therefore, unworthy as I am, Vm warran- 
ted to be bold in claiming all thro* Chrift. 1 fee the 
Holy of Holies is open to me thro' this Blood of Chrift. 
(8.) Right Thoughts of Chrift are ajfimulxiivg 
Thoughts, fan&ifying and transforming Thoughts 
2 Cor. ili - /a/2. They that fee Chrift, cannot but love 
him, and dewre to be like him ; for there is a fimtttng 
Favour in hU Face. They that are in Heaven are like 
him, becaufe they fee him as he is j the bc.itiftcal Vi- 
f:on brings in full Conformity to him : Now, a fpi- 
rit.'al Ti.'jught and a believing Thought is a mental 
Sight, a £Jutht! Vifioi. of him ; and the more of this, 
the more CojiIojiulv to him in JIolincG. The 
Thought l'»;;t i»;<U\-;rj C*nft, imbiusw Siw ; a Mar\ 
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cannot think duly of the Lovelinefs of Chrift, with 
out thinking of the Lothfomnefs of Sin. O, who 
tt* Sun of Righteoufnefs arifeth, there is a Heat tba 
accompanies the Light, and warms the Heart : An 
indeed high Thoughts of Chrift do warm the Heart 
and make it bum within him ; and fuch Heart wars 
jng Thoughts tend to burn up and deftroy Cofro) 
tion ; for, as Chrift comes in to the Heart, Sin ma 
go out, according to the Meafure and Degree of h 
Coming : As a Talent of Gold, or fome weigh! 
Mettal, falling into a Veflel of Water, dalhes a 
all that is in the Veflel, to make Room for it fel 
fo Chrift coming in to the Heart, dafties out S 
to make Room for himfelf. Aud indeed they th 
have honourable Thoughts of Chrift in their Hear 
cannot have favourable Thoughts of Sin ; becau; 
whenever Chrift comes into the Thoughts, if he < 
not dam out the Life, yet he dafhes out the Lo 
of Sin, What, Man ! will you fay that Chrift 
in you, and that you have Faith, and yet t 
Love of Sin as great as ever, and you can indul 
your felf in Whoredom, and Drunkennefs, and I 
jng, and Swearing ? feV. You'll never make a go 
Man believe that Chrift is in you, or that you ha 
Faith, even tho' you mould fwear by your Fail 
as fome do, who even thereby teftify to the Wor! 
that they have no Faith at all, being fo prodigal of 
as to fwear away the Faith which they fay or tki: 
they have. So far as Chrift comes in, Sin goes o 
It is poffible indeed, that a Believer, that hath Chj 
in him, may think that he hath more Sin than ev 
and that Sin is on the growing Hand, inftead of the < 
caying ; but he is miltaken : It is in this Cafe as 11 
with a Cup of Water, put Silver and Gold into 1 
Cup, and the Water fweils up ; and the more you \ 
in, the more will the Water fwell and run over, that y 
would think there is ftill more Water than before, t 
more Gold is put in : Chrift is the tried Gold ; a 
the more the Veffel of the Believer's Heart is £1 
y/ifo it, the more may Sin appear to rife and fwl 
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nd run over all its Banks: This frightens and terri- 
es the poor Soul, becaufe now he fees that which, 
: may be, was hid in the Veflel of his Heart be-* 
>re, and out qf his Sight. But it is not that there 
; more Sin, more Water than before, but more Gold 
aft in ; only every Dafh perhaps makes the Water fly 
bout, that he thinks he was never fc full of Sin and 
Corruption as now : Yet ftill it holds good, ChrifTs 
oming in makes Sin flee out ; and the more it feems to 
ife and fwell, the more does the Soul's Indignation 
ife and fwell againft it. AH right Thoughts of Chrift 
re fanclifying Thoughts. (9.) ft igh -Thoughts of 
Chrift are new Thoughts : They that fuppofe they 
ave thought well enough of Chrift all their Days, 
nd have no better Thoughts, no higher Thoughts, no 
weightier Thoughts, no clearer Thoughts of him than 
ver they had, furely they are Strangers to this Eftecm 
f Chrift that we are enquiring into. If arty Man be 
n Chrift, he is a new Creature ; old Things are done 
way, and all Things -are become neiVy and new 
Thoughts among the reft. Where Grace comes, .there 
he wicked Man does forfake his Way, and the urn ign- 
eous Man hisThoughts, his carnal Thoughts, his legal 
Thoughts ; they are changed into fpiritual Thoughts, 
vangelical Thoughts, fuch as he never had before : 
Ind, (10.) New Thoughts of Chrift will bring in 
lew Words and new Actions ; the Words follow the 
Thoughts. You may then turn the Queftion, What 
hinkye of Chrift f to another, What fpeakye of him ? 
or out of the Abundance of the Heart, the Mouth 
\eaketh. If you think it ill Breeding, or ungenteel 
banners, as many do, to fpeak of Chrift and fpiritual 
Things, and cannot drop a Word for him from Sab- 
»ath to Sabbath, who can believe that you think high- 
y of Chrift. Nay, that which is moft in your Hears 
md Thoughts, will be moft in your Lips. The Atti^ 
>ns alfo follow the Thoughts : Can you think highly 
►f Chrift, and yet do nothing for him ? Nay, hew and 
>recious Thoughts of Chrift will bring in new Go- • 
pel Obedience from a Principle of LovctQ^W- Tkwv 
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you may try your felves now on this Queflion, Wi 
think ye cf Chnjl ? by the Quality of your Thong! 
Examination is the very Defignofthe Queilion, riluj 
1 v, to difcover what our Thoughts of Chrift are ; ? 
therefore I infill mainly upon this. 

£ut, having tried your felves by the Quality 
your Thoughts, zdly 9 Try yourfelvcs by the Ob] 
thereof, namely, Chrift ; What think ye of Cbru 
And here fucli a large Field prefents itfelf, that i 
iinpcllibie I can go through it all. Befidcs whatv 
faid in the doctrinal Part, I would afk fome furtt 
Queilions concerning Chrift, not only for Examin 
tion, but for raifmg your Efleem of him. (i.) Wl 
think ye of his eminent Station he is in as Medial 
. betwixt God and you, and his Relation to God a 
you, his Relation to God by Nature as his eternal & 
and by Office as his righteous Servant? God ca 
you to wonder at him in this Station, Ifa.xMi. 1. 2 
hold my Servant whom 1 uphold, Sec. His Fat! 
called him forth to ferve him and you, and to fer 
him for your Sake ; to ferve him as a Redeemer to n 
fom you ; to ferve him as a Surety to pay your Del 
to ferve him as "» Pliyflcian to heal your Souls ; tofei 
him in all the Offices tli-.tyour Need requires; A 
wiiat think yc of him ? (j.) What think ye of 
Trait Is, in order to acconiplnii the Work that beloi 
to that Station j;iul Relation wherein he ftandsto G 
and you ? The Tiavel of his Eternal Mind bef< 
Time, when his Delights were with the Sons of Me 
the Travel of his Soul, and the Travel of his Body 
Time ; hia Travel from Heaven to Earth, andfn 
Earth to Heaven again ; in all his Mediatory A£Un 
his Incarnation, Birth, Life, Death, Refurredtion, 
fee nfi on and InterceiHon ! O bat the Lord can giv- 
Glance of his Glory in the very Naming of th 
Things! How did. he travel as in Liith, When 
went about his Father's Bdinefs ! Lrt&en. 49. ( 
What think ye, of his Treafures, his unfearchable ' t 
ches that are itored up in him for the Benefit of pi 
Sinners, having received thefc Gifts for Men ? All: 

Tr 
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reafures of Wifdom and Knowledge are hid in him; 

11, and infinitely more than we loll in the firft A- 
tm, is treafured up in the lecond Adam. O what 
ay a poor, ignorant, witlefs Sinner think, of a Trea- 
re of Wifdom for his Illumination ! Whatinr.y aguil- 
Sinner thinkofa Treafure of Righteoufnefs for hi? 
iftification ! What may a filthy Sinner think of a Trea 
jrc of Grace for his Sanclifi cation ! And what may 
raiferable" Sinner think of a Treafure of Mercy for 
is complete Redemption? Yet all thefe Treasures, 
rid infinitely more than we can name, are in Chrift, 
■" Cor. ,i. 30. Who of God is made unto us Wifdom, 
Righteoufnefs , Salification and Redemption, O the 
? ulnefs of Grace that is in him, that out of his Ful- 
icfs we may receive Grace for Grace f He is the 
^tore-houfe of all God's Treafures ; for all is treafu- 
red up in him, that we may becompleat in him, who 
fc^ill by Faith make Ufe of him. And what think ye 
afhim! (4.) What think ye of his Thoughts ? Pfal. 
exxxix. 17. How precious are thy Thoughts unto me, 
O God / how great is the fum of them: If 1 count 
them, fays he, they are mo in "Number than the /and ; 
*ivben I awake, lam [till with thee. O his Thoughts ! 
Dwell with Wonder and Admiration upon God's 
Thoughts. Is it nothing to you, that ever he had 
Thoughts of Love towards the like of you, Thoughts 
of Pardon, Thoughts of Peace, Thoughts of Good, 
and hot of Evil, to give you an expected End ! O 
Believer, his Thoughts are not precious to the reft 
s of the World ; but what are they to you? Think you 
nothing that his Thought and Care (hould have, been 
about you from all Eternity, and now manifeftcd in 
Time ? Having loved you with an evcrlafting Love, 
how is he drawing you with Loving-kindnefs ? befides 
all his providential Care in bringing Things about for 
your Good, and that in a Way beyond your Contri- 
vance and Forefight, yea, in fuch a Manner as never en- 
tred into your Thoughts. You little thought what was 
his Defign in ordering your Lot in fuch a Part of the 
World, and fuch a Spot of his Vineyard, and bringing 






you lu iutn a ocnmiii, or unoer men a JWll 
how innumerable are his precious Thoughts 
rhink ye of him ? (5.) What think ye of his 
well as his Thoughts ? Surely, if you think d 
think them fwcet Words, Pjal. cxix. 103. j 
are thy Words to my Tafte / Sweeter than 
Mouth. Does the Spirit never take fon 
Words, and put a fpiritual Majefty thereup* 
many Time?, like. Samuel', you miftake ti 
Voice, Believer, and think it is Eli that fp 
cannot difcern the Voice of Cnrift from th< 
Mofes, the Voice of Grace from the Vc 
Law ] yet when the Spirit comes and ro 
Word from Chrift fometimes, what think 
It is the Voice of mv Beloved, behold he co 
ping upon the Mountains, and leaping upon 
what think ye of his inviting Word, fayii 
to me, all ye that are weary and heavy laa 
think ye of his expoilulating Words faying, 
ye die, O Houfe of Ifrael? What think ye < 
treating Words, and his promifing Words, } 
axi&yejballs, I will be your God, andyefh 
People? Do you think fo much of them, 
Hearts fay Amen to them ? What think ye c 
bee's ? Believer* will think right much of a M 
him fometimes. It may be he will be grs 
may be ye mail be hid in the Day of the JL 
ger. What think ye of his Shall-bee's ? 
S hall-be* s for the Church in general : Uf 
Glory there Jball be a Defence ; in the Mo 
Lord itjhallbe feen : What think ye of thefe ? 
Shall -he's for your felf in particular. There 
be for your Protection. A Man (hall be a hi 
from the Storm. This Man fhall be the Pet 
the AfTyriany&tf// come into our Land. T 
Shall- be for your Provifion, Bread (hall be % 
and thy Water ihall be lure. There is a S 
your Inltrudrion, They lhall be all taugl 
There is a S ball-be for youx JuVU&cation. , 
ihail b^ called. The Lard our Rifcbteoujwcju 
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ne that to his Hand, but; only a Love-debt, If 
* me, keep my Commandments ; and thus, His 
tdments are not grievous : Here Grace is all 
both of the Service and Wages. Grace fays, 
be doing, Man, in my Strength ; for the great" 
k is done to your Hand, and now my Grace 
fufficient for thee. Grace fays alfo, Behold a 
f Glory, a Reward of Grace awaiting you, af 
ave fought the good Fight of Faith ; ' therefore 
i Eye to this Recompeuce of Reward. Death 
roper Wages of Sin, and it is juft Debt; but 
Wages is free, The Gift of God is eternal 
rough Jefus Chrijl our Lord', that is, There 
no Promife of Life upon our Doing, but a 
of Grace to do, and of Glory to crown our 
and of both Grace and Glory as the Reward 
ft's doing all ; and therefore, what think ye 
and his Service? (9.) What think ye of his 

If you would aniwer this Queftion, What 
of Chrijl ? I would ask,. What wear ye of 

The Raiment of his Rightcoufnefs, and the 
it of his Grace, fo as to be all glorious with- 
'ithout, like the King's Daughter, will be pre - 
you. If you be clothed with the Scarlet robe 
Hood and Rightcoufnefs, by which you are 
r righteous betbre God, then to be fure you'll 
very indecent for you to be clothed with 
jparcl before Men. Jf a poor Maid be marri 
rich King, and yet go abroad like a Beggar 
' Rags, would not every Body cry, Shame 
that, having fuch a Husband mould difcredit 
her felf "?^. If you be married to Chrift, and 
uch of your Husband and his Righteoufnefs*, 
cu'Il think it becoming to wear his Livery, 
50 abroad with foul Mouths and filthy Hands, 
reft of the World, to the Difhonour of your 
Mo.) What think ye of his Love, and the . 
)f it ? Who can underllaM the Ht\^\ > ssA 
\d length of his Lover U \s Nuvtavtt. *Sfc> 
). And why does he love vw <A \5&fcV&' 
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but of the filthy Duft, where it rots, and make 
his own glorious Body ? O Fools that we are, an 
of Heart to believe, how does he raife the be 
Lillies out of the Dung ? Solomon, in all his Gl< 
not comparable to one of thefe ; and all the Worl 
not make one of them to rife, without his poi 
Providence. Thefe Miracles of Providence are 
mon every Day in your View, and fo we think n 
of them ; but we might fee the Power of Chrift in 
If you wonder how it was pofliblefor Chrift to tt 
Water into Wine, or multiply a few Loaves, and 
Fifties, as to feed fo many Thoufands ; we need 
wonder fo much, if we but thought how his 
dence is doing that every Year : The Water fell 
the Clouds, and the Vine by his Order turns 
to Wine ; and by the Spawn of fuch Fifties, ai 
Grain of fuch Loaves, he is feeding Millions 
Day, VVo's us, that we cannot think of him, a 
Works as we ought! Above #11, what think 
his Works of Grace, and redeeming Love ? A 
other Works are as the Drop of a Bucket, in 
parifon of this Ocean ; for herein we may fee Hi 
pear in his own, and his Father's Pomp and ! 
dor, manifefting all the glorious Perfections of 
even his infinite Power, and Wifdom, Holinef 
itice,. Mercy, Truth, Faithfulnefs, and all God' 
tributes. I might here mention his Works of' 
for us, and his Works of Grace in us ; but it 
endjefs to fpeak of the thoufandth Part. His 
of Grace for us lies in his bringing in everl 
Righteoufnefs, efpecially, if we fpeak of his 

* Works; furely it is a good Work, that can ful 
holy Precepts of that good Law which we have 
ken, and can anfwer the righteous Threatning • 
juft Law which we have incurred. Well, here 
Doing and Dying of the Son of God, for both 
Ends, that Divine Holinefs may be vindicate, 
Juftke /atisfied, in the "Way axvd VLasmer of on 
ration through him. TYveLaw o? Cta&V&y 

Law, and exceeding broad •, b\x\\vfci* \a * ^os 
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, will find their Souls very unfettled, even up 
n with their changeable Frame. But again, 
night ask, What think ye of his Lovelinefs ? 
i white and ruddy in your View ? O fee how 
fe defcribes him, Song v. 10. and downward, 
:auty of his. Head, his Locks, his Eyes, and 
very Part of him ; his Belly, or Bowels of . 

His' Mouth is mofi fweet, fays (he. O the 
the Smiles, the Kifles of his Mouth, his kind- 
aces ! I have read of one Agatho, that was 
3 holy, that with a Kifs he cured One of his 
; whether that be true or falfe, yet what I 
/ telling it, is true, That fuch is the Virtue 
L that a Kifs of his Mouth, a Smile of his 
ance, will cure the Soul of fpiritual Leprofy ; 
Vord of his Mouth will do it, Now are you 
vugh the Word that I have fpoken, John xv. 3. 
12.) What think ye of his Favour and his Blef- 
lrely , if yoil efteem him duly, you will think 
ur is Life, and hh Loving kindnefs better than 
d that his BleJJing only makes rich, Efpecially, 
link ye of thefe Bleffings and Benefits that can- 
ijoyed by Feeling but by Faith, nor by Sight of 
t by the Sight of Faith ? We walk by Faith, and 
%bt, fays the Apoftle. But it isthe Fault even 
rers, that they can hardly believe they have any 
in they feel ; and hence, when they are in the 
"s of Defertion, they think they have nothing, 
r e loft his Favour, becaufe tbey do not feel it - p 
re loft his Righteoumefs, becaufe they do not 
But remember, that when Afaph faid, Hath 
I forgotten to he gracious ? hath he in Anger 
his tender Mercies} he added, This was my 
. You know, in a Houfe where it is dark all 
are there that were before, tho* you fee them 
it is with you, Believer, tho' you be in Dark- 
is to the fore : Do you think all is gone, be- 
»u cannot fee it ? Well^ you i\e\w vn&LVf 
ut by Feeling; nay, he t hat nualks in \)ar\- 
fa/6 no Light, Ut him truji in tbe S««« 



of the Lord, and J} ay himfelf upon his Gft 
Name of the Lord is to the fore, his God 
fore, the Objcft of Faith is to the fore as i 
ever, and the Juft /hall live by Faith. Will 
believe the Sun is in the Firmament where 
becaufc a Cloud hath come and intercepted ti 
of its Beams ? . Why, lays One, but my A 
i ' nvben Pm in the dark Right, I fear it was 
Delu/ion that ever I met with, and that tht 
nothing real or facing in it. This I find is 
irlon Thought among ferious Souls ; but all ths 
fay to it, is by enlarging the former Similitude 
Man when it it dark Night, Kow do you kn 
ever you faw the natural Sun ? it may be you 
' dreaming, and deluding your felf ; it wasnotl 
a ftrong Imagination. Why, fays the Man, I 
I faw it, becaufe my Eyes were dazled with tl 
of it, and J was warmed with the Heat of il 
faw to work by it, and by the Light of it I fa 
Thing about me. So may you fay, Believer 
,a dark Night of Defer tion or Temptation co 
the Tempter fuggeits, // may be ail was but 
fion. Why, Man, were not your Eyes -enli^ 
was not your Heart warmed ? did you riot fee t 
an4 went on in your Work joyfully, the Joj 
Lord being your Strength? and did' you not f< 
Thing about you'? You faw God in his GIc 
faw Sin in its Vilenefs, you faw Holinefs in its 
you faw the World in its Vanity, ydu faw tl 
ture in its Emptinefs, Chrift in his Fulnefs, ; 
your felf in your Lothfomnefc ; but now, w 
Light is withdrawn, What think ye ofChr 
there no Sun, becaufe it is fet to your View 

- you think it never flione upon you, Jbecaufe 
now fhining ? What think ye of an abfent Ch 
you think nothing of him becaufe he is abfent 
ly, Believer, that is not thought like a Believe! 
is many Times denied you, th^t you. may leai 
//eve more than you do. But, fey yoM, whi 

fre/ent <witb .me> I cannot beUtw. \ &«& \£ 
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id here, There is a powerful Prefence neeeflary to 
eving : but there is 2i fenfible Prefence, that is not 
sflary to it, but rather dually comes in upon the 
k of Faith. Now that powerful Prefence of God, * 
: is neeeflary to believing, does open up the Ob- 
of Faith, and draw out the Soul to the Embraces 
eof : Hence, when a Man begins to think upon the 
per Object of Faith, namely, Chrift's Righteouf-. 
, God's Promife, the Truth of God, the Blood of 
•ill ; Power is fometimes infallibly exerted, not 
my outward open Violence upon the Man, but by 
nward, fecret and Ayeet Inchantment, as it were : 
ever he is aware, and before ever he knows that 
divine Power that is doing the Work, he finds 
Object of Faith, that he is thinking upon, making 
»m for itfelf in his Heart, and drawing out his Soul 
: were infeniibly to it ; and thereupon comes in 
ibJe Prefence on the Back of that, Epb. i. 13. Jf- 
'e believed, ye were feaUd. Now, if you fay, 
1 cannot believe without his powerful Prefence, 
is true ; Divine Power muft be exerted to every 
of Faith, but then this Power does ordinarily put 
1 itfelf infeniibly and unawares, while we are think- 
:>n, or viewing the Object of Faith, PfaL xxxix. £. 
le'I was mupngy the Fire burned' The Spirit or 
I dears the Object of Faith, that being viewed 
applied, the Heart is fet on Fire with it ; there 
s powerful Prefence umering in the fenfible ' Pre* 
e. But if you fay, You cannot believe till you 
1 his fenfible Prefence j that is to make Senfethe 
ndation of your Faith, and not the Word of God, 
he Chriftof God : Therefore, in order to believe, 
lot your Queftionbe firft^ What find you in yo*r 
? hut rather, What tbink ye of ChriH ? You'll 
none of the fweet Effects of Faith, till yo» think 
thrift the Object of it. Again, (13.) What think ye 
is invifible Glories ? Faitb is the Evidence of Things 
een. Faith fees not the Things that are feen and 
; fenfible Enjoyments, for Example, *x* ta\.<Qqa. 
& ofFaifb> bnt Senfe : But f *vti\ tes ijWtMsM©. 
N ^^ 



that can neither be ieen nor felt ; it believes c 

to Senfe, yea, Things impoflible to Nature, an 

dibk to carnal Reafon, confidering only the F 

God, that fpeaks in the Word, as you fee 

Faith of Abralmm. The greateft Glory of < 

invifible and incredible to Nature ; therefor 

not think much of him, if our Faith docs nc 

nate on Things not feen. Again, (14.) What \ 

of his Tabernacles and Ordinances ? Surely, 

think much of Chrift, his Tabernacles will I 

able to you' The Slighter of his Ordioan< 

Slighter of Chrift, a Slighter of Prayer is a 

of Chrift, a Slighter of the Word is a Slighter o 

He that de/pi/es you, defpifes me, &c. Again, 

What think ye of his Caufe and Intereft* fin 

much forgotten Reformation-work in Scot Ian 

our Fore- fathers eftablifhed by folemn Nation 

nants ? Jf, the more it is forgotten among Mia 

People, the more nearly it lies to your Heart 

more you long for its Reviving, it were ah ] 

you think fomething of Chrift, when oth 

.little of him. But O, if theGeneration 

.more of Chrift, there would be more Zeal 

Intereil, Honour, .and publick Reformatic 

And perhaps the Confufions of our Day, t 

Bondage we are complaining of through tl 

will never ceafe to grow to a Height o1 

Wrath, till we be brought to a Senfe of our I 

and a humble Confeflion and Reformation. 

f 16.) What think ye of his Crofs, and of hii 

Is his Crofs your Crown ? Surely they thii 

of Chrift, that can fay with Paul, God fori 

Jbould glory , fave in the Crofs of the La 

Chrift. Mofes thought his Crofs better than 

efleemmg the Reproach of Chrift greater Ri 

all the Treafures of Egypt. They that think 

Chrift, muft refoive upon it, that the Worl 

think much of them, but that they will b< 

reproached, and nicknamed ; W. if Chrift 

Humed for »s, and eMuMxta C&tttt&S 
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nets againft hhnfelf, we may well bCar a Reproach ' 
for him, cfpecially wlicn he hath laid, If ye he re- 
proached for the Name of Chrijf, happy arc ye ; fir 
the Spirit of Glory and of God refietb on you : On 
their Part he is evil fpoken of hut on your Part be 
is glorified ; his Crofs makes Way for his Crown, 
and in the mean Time his Sweetnefsfwallowsup all the 
Bitternefs thereof. ( 1 7.) What think ye of his Friends ? 
If you think highly of him, furely his Friends «ind Fol- 
lowers will be efteemed as the excellent Ones of the 
Earthy and his Foes will he difeftecmed by you ; and 
therefore, (18.) What think ye of his Enemies ? Tho* 
they were appearing in never fo much woruly Pomp, 
you'll think very little of them, if you know them to 
be his Enemies. O mv foul, come not thou into their 
fecret ; to their jijfembly, mine Honour, he thou not 
united. What think ye of his Enemies within you ? 
When you find thefc like Thornsin the Flefh, like 
Splinters run into the Flefh, does it not make you, 
with Paul, to hefeech the Lord thrice, yea, to pray 
thrice, and thrice, and a hundred Times thrice, 
with Sighs and Groncs, to be freed from them ? 
What think ye of his Enemies about you ? I mean, 
the World and the Lulls 'thereof, the Lulls of "the 
Flefh, the Lulls of the Eye, anil the Pride of Life. 
I have read a pretty Story, wnich I reckon ufeful no 
other Way than for the Moral of it, how an /Angel and 
an Hcrmite Ihould have been travelling together : When 
firilthey went by a dead Carcafe, the tier mite Hope 
hi* Nofe, and the Angel fmiled ; and, after th.U, they 
went by a wanton Strumpet proudly drefs'd, at which 
the Her/nitcjmilcfl, and the Angel ftopt his No(e. 
The Moral Ihews us, that in the Sight of God and An- 
gels, no Carrion is io noifom as Pride is. But the 
more highly that any think ofChriil, furely the more 
humble tli.y are, and Pride will accordingly be hid 
from their Dyes. Agiin, (19.) What think ye of the 
World's TiWfirh:s of Chrilt ? If you think highly of 
him. yoxxi) think wonder why \Y.^ <>\\\ \N\vs^ ^ 
Irak ofh'jiy. o l ? -antf, tfv* a^UYrc^w^ w*** 



( IOO ) 

aken up with him. (20.) What think ye ofyo 
Thoughts of him ? Surely, if you thinltdufyc 
you'll think you have but very poor Thoughts < 
you'll think that you cannot think enough < 
Thefe are fome probatory Queftions, by whi 
may take your own Heart to Task before th 

But I cannot ftand to enlarge thefe Things 
muft own the thoufandth Part is not faid that n 
fpoken from this Text ; for as the whole & 
does teftify of Chrift, either directly or indire 
I might go through all the Scripture, and as 
ye think of Chrift, in a Suitablenefs to whal 
of him, in this or that Place of Scripture. 

This Doctrine might again be applied by Wa 
mentation over all Chrift- Defpifers, who eithi 
upon a legal Bottom, trufting in themfelves, aj 
own Righteoufnefs ; or who flight Chrift and h 
nances, not loving tne Place where his Honour 
who delay and poftpone their Clofing with him 
away the Prime and Virginity of their Affec" 
the World, proftituting their precious Souls 
Lufts and the ignoble Things of Time ; who f 
fatisiied and content without Chrift, never m 
nor feel a Want of him,, nor feek after Un 
Communion with him. O whence is it, that ; 
fpife Chrift at this Rate ! Alas, it is throug 
ranee and Unbelief, that you fee no Form ox 
lineis in Ghrift, wherefore he fhould be defin 
the God of this World hath blinded your Mir 
believe not, left the Light of the glorious G 
Chrift, who is the Image of God, Ihould fh 
. them. Do you conlider what a miferable Cafe 
in, while you defpife and think fo little of 
You are in imminent Danger of temporal Judj 
for God, in his holy Providence, may refent 
juries done to his Son, he may leave your He 
folate. You are expofed to fpiritual Judgmen 
as that, If a. vi. 10. and to eternal Wrath* 
verkiiing Deftru&ion froiik'\u* Yttfatt* \ Ht 
//fzw not /hall Fe Aamnti. 
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' Now, Let me offer a Word of Exhortation. O feefc 
the Spirit of Wifdom and Revelation in the Know# 
ledge of Chrift may be fent, that, beholding hisGlory, 
your Thoughts concerning Chrift may be changed ; 
and you may be brought to efteem him, and to go home 
with the Rofe of Sharon Sn your Bofom, Chrift in your 
Heart O, will you tell me, do you think it worth 
your While to take Chrift, and embrace him before 
you go ? If you fay you cannot believe, you cannot 
repent, you cannot mourn for Sin, you cannot pray, 
you cannot obey ; and fo, becaufe you have noGrace* 
no Strength to do any Thing, you are difcouraged : I 
muft tell you, Sinner: when you conceive Religion to 
be fome great Difficulty above your Power, and there- 
upon are difcourged and damped, you do not think 
of Chrift as you ought, but of your felf, forfooth^ as 
if you were the Fountain from whence thefe good 
Things mould flow. The Law may and does dilcou- 
rage Sinners, yea, curfes every Ghriftlefs Sinner unto 
Hell ; but the Gofpel offers no Difcouragement to Sin- 
ners, but all Encouragement. Perhaps you'll find us 
that are Minifters, fometimes going off from our moft 
Gofpel- Texts that we can choofe ; and when we ex- 
plain Faith, we will tell you how many Things it in- 
cludes, fuch as, the forfaking of all Sin, and the* per- 
forming of all Duty, and ftudying univerfal Holinefs : 
But whatever be the Fruits of Faith, which the Lord 
makes to grow out of it, yet Faith itfelf is a great My- 
ftery ; And whatever you hear us fey, that leads you 
off from this Queftion, What think ye of Chrift ? fufpect 
it. I'll tell you in the Lord's Name, That to believe 
imports no more than to take Chrift for all ; it is to 
think you have nothing, and can do nothing ; but 
that he hath all, and can do all, and therefore you'll 
take him for all. You think you cannot believe : Well 
faid, but what think ye of Chrift ? If you think to 
bring Faith out of your own Bowels, you think un- 
worthily of Chrift, who is the Author of Fa.v&\ *kA. 
pfhis Father, who is the Giver of it. Xovxs&a^T^ 
cannot repent : True, but wtet\foki% oHQtisfcA "\& 
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you think to bring Repentance out of your felvei 
you think unworthily of him, who is exalted, by th 
JRight-Hand of God, to give Repentance. You thin) 
you cannot do this, or that Duty you are called to 
But what think ye of Chriil ? If you fit poring o 
your felf, and your own Abilities, never a good Tur 
will you do : Nay, you think unworthily of Chril 
who hath fa id, Without me ye can do nothing, but fc 
me ftrcngthning you, ye can do all Things. Ye 
are difcouraged, becaufe you think you have not th 
Thing in your felf, or that Thing in your felf : Bi 
that is Unbelief, Man ; far Faith lies in thinkinj 
what ?m I in Chrifl? If a. xlv. 24. Surely jball* 
fay U x -.hey flu II not only fay it with their Mou! 
verbally, ^..: think it in their Heart believingly) , 
the Lord Zv. L,r / Rigbte'-ujnejs and Strength : And fc 
caufe, by the "v/ouih of two or three Witneffes, en 
ry Word is coikVinod, there are three In the Lords i 
that one Chapter, 1: 1 7. Ifrael jball be faved in th 
Lord, with an everliflavg Salvation ; v. laft, In th 
Lord jball all the Seed &/ Ifrael be juffificd 9 and jh* 
glory; and in this 24 *u. In the Lord have I Righteoujht 
and fir fug*-' And if you be once brought to this b 
Jieving Thought, I w the Lord have I Righteoufnefs, i 
the Lord have I Strength, in theLord I have Salvatioi 
in the Lcrd I have all, then you'll find your W01 
ealy, and all gcing right. Now, you that cannot 1 
brougn to think much of Chrift. O pray God, if pc 
haps the Thoughts of your Heart may be forgivi 
you ; and whereas you think nothing of him now, 
confidcr what > ou will think of him in a Day of Ch 
lenges, wher? Confcience awakens; in a Day of Defo 
ticn, I/a. ::. in the Day of Death, in the Day of Ju^ 
ment. What will you think of him, when you fee h 
mounting the Tribunal, and u hen pronouncing t 
fearful Sentence, Depart from me ye cur/ed ? Sufl 
you mufl have dreadful Thoughts of him then, if y» 
cannot be brought to t\\mV V\yvVj ctf Viittt now ; no 
when he is notcorr.e to <kftt 07 \A«& \5bw& > \nx 
iave. But vou, Betievtr, ttttXTOW xVv^V^q <&\ 
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rhatever great Thoughts you have of CJirift now, yef 
/hat will you think of him in that Day, when he who 
j your Life (hall appear, and ye (hall appear with him 
a Glory ? O, what will ye think of him, when he 
>ronounces the Sentence of Abfolution, Com*, ye hlef 
r ed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you ? 
D, what will ye think of his Palace, his Attendants*, 
ais Throne, Grown and Glory ? 

I would offer an Advice to you that think much of 
Chrift, and have a high Efteem oMiim. Fit ft, That 
you would evidence your Efteem of him 5 and that, 
1/?, By the Degrees of it, fo as to efteem him above all 
Things elfe, above all your Relations, Mat, x. 37. He 
that lovetb Father or Mother more than me, is not vwr» 
thy of me. Our Love to them muftbe Hatred, when it 
comes to compete with Chrift. fy any Man come af- 
ter me, and hate not Father and Mother, he is not wor- 
thy of me. Above all worldly Advantages, yea, above 
Life, Rev. xxl. 11. They loved not their Lives to the 
Death ; their Pangs of Love were ftronger than the 
Fang6 of Death, zdly,' By the Effefts of it, fuch as, 
(1 .) Defire of Converfe : If you think much of Chrift, 
you'll defire his Company in all Ordinances ; you'll 
feek him in the Temple, &c. (2.)Intertainingno Ri- 
val, but faying, What have I to do any more with 7- 
dols ? giving up with all other Lovers. (3.) Sympa- 
thy, grieving at thefe Things that are grievous to him. 
(4.) Preferving his Memory, living upon him : Like 
the Woman that drank the Powder of her dead Hus- 
band's Body, mingled with her daily Drink ; foftiould 
ye, by Faith, daily eat the Flefh; and drink the Blood 
of the Son of God. AfecondAdvice is,That you would 
do all that you can, to make others think as much of 
him as you do; and that, 1. By commending him/ 
and telling others of his Beauty, that they may ad- 
mire him. See the Practice of the Spoufe for this, Song 
v. and what Influence it had upon theDaughters of Je- 
rufalem their beginning to think much of him, and 
feek after him alio, Song vi. 1 . O tK^w c&m\c^\AV\ss^ 
to your Families, youiCtuUieiv*tv& ^o^Wj^Sp**^ 
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2 By adorning his Gofpel, and walking worthy of 
him, and wearing his Livery. It is a Mailer's Ho- 
nour and Credit to have a good Servant, and well ar- 
rayed ; they think much of the Mailer that hath fnch 
a Servant, And how does it proclaim the Praifes of 
Chriir, when they that profefs him are eminent for 
Piety ? I Pet. ii. 9. In a Word, Let your Light fo 
Jhine before Men, that others, feeing your good Works 9 
may glorify God 9 and think much of Chrift. O let 
your Hearts be dill thinking of him, your Life praif- 
ing, and your Tongue fpeaking of him. Here is a 
Fountain for fpiritual Difcourfe : If you have Op. 
portunity of converting with any, concerning the great 
Solemnity you have been Witneffes to here ; or if any 
ask you, Wiure was fuch or fuch a Minifler's Text? 
here is a fair Oscixn for fpiritual Converfe, for you 
cannot in a fanner tell them this Text, without ask- 
ing then . Quellion, What think ye of Cbr iff f 
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